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Messrs. Editors, 


I have just read the “ Memoirs of the late Rev. Samuel Medley, of Liv- 


erpool,” with great satisfaction. 


Knowing that his name is dear to 


many of your readers, I send you a few extracts from the above 
work, for insertion in your Magazme. _ KUMENES, 


MEMOIR OF THE LATE REV. SAMUEL MEDLEY. 


Mr. Meptey was born 
at Cheshunt, Herts, on the 23d. of 
June, A. D. 1738, and educated un- 
der his grandfatier, Mr. William 
Tonge, at Enfield, a man of consid- 
erable learning and respectability 
in the religious world. 

He early distinguished himself 
by a lively capacity, and a strong 
and retentive memory. His learn- 
ing, so far from being a drudgery, 
was always his pleasure and amuse- 
ment; a disposition which followed 
him far into life. 

About the age of fourteen he was 
put apprentice to an oilman in New- 
gate-Street, in which situation he 
met with many peculiar difficulties, 
arising partly from the temper of 
those with whom he had to do, and 
partly from his active turn of mind. 
Finding himself entirely cramped 
in a sphere ill suited to the vivacity 
of his character, and the extent of 
his ideas, he resolved to get rid as 
soon as possible of his irksome con- 
finement. His wishes were much 
sooner realized than he expected, 
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by the breaking out of the war in 
1755; when he entered as midship- 
man on board the Buckingham, a 
seventy-four gun ship, in which 
new situation he immediately strove 
to recommend himself, by an un- 
remitted assiduity, to the duties of 
his station. Determined to excel, 
he never would admit a rival, by 
which means he soon gained the no- 
tice and esteem of his captainand of- 
ficers. While in the navy,he had an 
opportunity of seeing much of man- 
kind, nor did he fail to make such ob- 
servations as were afterwards prof- 
itable to him through lile; though at 
this time, it appears, he was in the 
zenith of his profaneness. How of- 
ten, looking back to this period 
with contrition and gratitude, has 
he mentioned the awiul lengths he 
was permitted to run, and how much 
he was under the power and do- 
minion of his corruptions, being at 
the greatest possible distance from 
God, and utterly averse from every 
serious reflection that might occa- 
sionally intrude upon his mind! 
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Possessing a considerable share 
ef classical learning, great wit, a 
fine constitution, and an unbounded 
flow of spirits, he was at once the 
life of the giddy circle in which he 
daily associated, and universally 
prized as a companion in mirth. 
This lively and volatile turn of 
mind, he has many times said, was 
at this ume his greatest snare, and 
ted him into more evil than any 
other temptation. Thus flattered 
and caressed by his light and prof- 
ligate companions, he gave full 
scope to his reigning propensities ; 
acknowledging that he had neither 
ihe fear of God, nor man, before 
his eyes. 

_ But, though lost to every serious 
mnpression, he was not totally with- 
eut some flashes of conviction, 
which, in spite of all his mirth, 
would sometimes cast a momentary 
damp upon his pleasure. As an tn- 
stance of this, he one day, in the 
height of his profaneness, casting 
his eyes on a favourite dog belong- 
ing to the captain, that lay by his 
side, suddenly wished he was that 
dog, that he might have no soul to 
be lost. 

During his service he was eng2- 
ged in several actions, but the most 
considerable, and the last, was the 
battle fought off Cape Lagos, on 
the memorable 18th. of August, 
1759, under admiral Boscawen, 
against the French fleet command- 
ed by M. de la Clue, Chef d’Esca- 
dre. This was a hard fought and 
obstinate engagement, aud the 
slaughter of the enemy, owing to 
their custom at that time of crowd- 
ing their ships with men, was par- 
ticularly affecting. Om board of 
many of the French ships they 
stove in their barrels of flour, to 
absorb the blood that flowed on 
their decks, in order to prevent the 
sailors from slipping. ‘The station 
which Mr. Medley occupied dur- 
mg this action was on the poop, 
where he had a table and chair to 
take the minutes. From this ele- 
vated situation he had not only an 
opportunity of observing every cir- 
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cumstance that happened on board 
the Intrepid, but could perceive the 
enemy drop as they were killed or 
wounded, the action was so close. 
Thus surrounded by death, and in 
imminent danger, he has often said 
he was so callous, that he had neith- 
er fear norcare. The first thing 
that startled him was observing a 
shot shiver the mizenmast, while 
the captain, first lieutenant, and 
master, were conversing together, 
the former leaning with his arm 
against the mast. None of them 
however were materially hurt. 

Not long after this the master, 
turning himself rornd, cried out, 
Mr. Medley, you are wounded, 
On his looking down and seeing a 
quantity of blood, andthe muscles 
of his leg torn, his spirits felt a 
damp for the first time. Being a 
wound of such a nature as required 
immediate assistance, owing to the 
loss of blood, great part of the cal! 
of the leg being shot away, he rose 
from his seat and walked down te 
the surgeon. 

Mr. Medley was now entirely 
incapacitated from attending the du- 
tres of his station, and ordered to 
keep his bed; which to one of his 
active disposition proved a very se- 
yere trial. His wound, instead of 
healing by the means used, daily 
grew worse, which, together with 
his close confinement, tended much 
to lower his spirits. The surgeon 
at length was under the necessity 
of informing him, that there was 
every appearance of gangrene, and 
that he feared the only means left 
of saving his life was amputation, 
which must be finally determined 
by the state of the wound the next 
morning. ‘This was stunning news, 
which at once overwhelmed his 
spirits ; disconsolate and alone, he 
now began to think soberly. Re- 
volving in his mind the education, 
the advice, and the example he had 
had; the kind admonitions of hie 
pious father and grandfather, their 
counsels and prayers began to find 
a place in his memory. He recol- 
lected also with what importunate 
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anxiety they had constantly incul- 
eated upon him the duty of person- 
al prayer, as well by example as 
precept. 

Considering his case as desperate, 
it occurred to his mind, that pray- 
er to God must be his last resource. 
This reflection was somewhat en- 
couraged by what he had often 
heard his parents say, respecting 
Gon’s hearing those that called on 
him; conceiving there was no oth- 
er course left for him, ajl human 
help now failing, he resolved to 
betake himself to this experiment. 

At this juncture it struck him, 
ihat he had once seen a Bible in his 
chest, by whom deposited, or when, 
he knew not; but he aupposed it 
was by his father, or some of his 
relations.* For this long neglected 
book, which he, like many others, 
had never opened while in health 
and strength, he now im trouble be- 
gantofindause. [mmediately call- 
ing his servant, he gave him the 
key of his chest, and told him to 
bring a Bible he would find there : 
he opened this sacred book in the 
devotional Psalms, and read for a 
considerable time, but never could 
recollect which of the Psalms it was 
he read on this occasion. _ 

The great agitation of his mind 
preventing his rest, he spent the 
principal part of the night in wake- 
ful anxiety, praying to God in his 
way very fervently for the restor- 
ation of his limb, and the preserva- 
tion of his life; these were indeed 
his only objects, for at this time he 
had not been taught the far greater 
danger he was in of losing his soul. 

As the morning approached he 
trembled for the consequence. On 
the wound being opened, the sur- 
geon, lifting up his hands and eyes, 
exclaimed, the change was little 
less than a miracle. Pleased and 
surprised at this unexpected event, 
he did not fail to set it down as an 
answer to his importunate, and as 
he thought prevailing petitions ; 
verily believing, that God had 


* This was one of the Socictv’s Bibles, 


heard him on account of his prayers. 
At least he could not help think- 
ing, that -there was something 
more in what his friends had told 
him about religion, than he had 
been in the habit of conceiving. 
From this time he began gradually 
to recover; but as his health and 
strength returned, his serious 1m 
pressions in proportion wore away. 

The fleet being ordered home 
and being still contined to his cabin, 
on his arrival in England he was 
permitted to leave the service, till 
he was perfectly restored; and to 
return, or not, at his own option. 
But he still entertained the highest 
sentiments respecting his fayourite 
profession; and, flushed with the 
thoughts of so signal a victory, in 
the honours of which be was now 
sharimg,he resolved he would never 
quit the service, till he was made 
an admiral. 

On his arrival in London, he was 
carried to the house of Mr. Tonge, 
his grandfather, where he contin 
ued for many months to keep his 
room. 

Mr. Tonge was now retired 


from public lite, having left Enfield, 


and was at this time a deacon of 
the Baptist church, under the pas- 
toral charge of the late Dr. Gifford. 
Mr. Medley, thus surrounded by 
his pious relatives and friends, was 
forced, much against his inclination, 
to hear many a faithful admonition, 
and many a solemn warning. His 
grandfather’s manners, being rather 
rigid and strict, made him, to one 
of Mr. Medley’s temper, but a disa- 
greeable companion, which was an 
additional reason for his earnestly 
desiring his liberation, by returning 
again to the duties of his station. 
His wound being nearly healed, 
and his wonted vivacity beginning 
to return, he was pondering in his 
mind the most eligible mode of se- 
curing his preferment. At this 
critical juncture, while he was lay 
ing his plans for this world, it pleas- 
ed God to engage his heart for his 
ownservice, by effectually calling 
him {rem darkness to light 
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from the power of Satan to Gon. 
It has been hinted above, that his 
mind had relapsed into its former 
state of levity on one hand, and 
inveterate dislike of religion and 
the things of God on the other, 
which appeared more particularly 
in his rooted dislike both of the 
company and communication of any 
serious person. 

It had been the custem of Mr. 
Tonge, frequently to read some re- 
ligious tract to him in his chamber, 
particularly on the Lord’s day. 
Mr. Medley being anxtons to know 
one Sabbath evening, whether his 
grandfather were going out to wer- 
ship, inquired of the servant, who 
told him, that Mr. Tonge was look- 
ing for asermon, and was coming to 
read it tohim. Upon which he ex- 
claimed, Kead a sermon to me, he 
had better be any where else :” 
heartily wishing the old gentleman 
had some more profitable employ- 
ment, than spending his own time, 
and wearying his patience, with 
such uninteresting stuff, However 
disagreeable these intrusive servi- 
ces were, he had still suificient pru- 
dence, to preserve a respectful 
outward deportment. 

The piece chosen on this occa- 
sion, was a manuscript sermon of 
Dr. Watts, which was read to him 
alone. The words of the text were 
in the forty-second of Isaiah, and 
the sixth and seventh verses. “J, 
the Lord, have called thee i right- 
ecusness, and will hold thine hand, 
and will keep thee, and give thee for a 
covenant of the people, for a light of 
the Gentiles: To open the blind eyes, 
to bring out the prisoners from the 


prison, and them that sit in darkness 


out of the prison-house.” He heard 
at first with his usual indifference. 
His attention was gradually raised, 
as the subject was opened; but when 
those parts of the text, about open- 
ing the blind eves, and bringing 
those that sit in darkness out of the 
prison-house, began to be explained, 
he heard, he more than heard, for 
every sentence described his own 
ease and every word sunk deep into 
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his heart. At once convinced of 
his awful state as a sinner before 
God, and the imminent danger he 
was tn as such, with a heart broken 
under a sense of his guilt and impen- 
tence, and the astonishing forbear- 
ance of God towards him, as soon 
as he was alone he fell down before 
the Lord, and spread before him 
his mournful, dangerous case. 

He now began to go out, and as 
often as he was able heard Mr. 
Whitfield, and Dr. Gifford, accom- 
panied by his grandfather. It ap- 
pears from a few lines written in a 
manuscript book, dated July 5, 
1760, that he soon received the 
comtorts of the gospel, by a believ- 
ing view of the fulness and sufti- 
ciency of the atonement of the Lord 
Jesus,a sense of which followed him 
through all his labours to his dying 
day. 

‘The change was visible and stri- 
king, and soon began to operate by 
altering his views of the navy, 
where he had so fondly built his 
hopes of future greatness. lle had 
been promised a lieutenant’s com- 
mission immediaiely on the expi- 
ration of his time, ef which there 
were but a few months to fulfil. 
This, flattering as it had been, was 
now yoluntarily relinquished. His 
natural disposition receiving a new 
bias, he commenced a lively, zeal- 
ous, and warm hearted Christian. 
His excellent father had just survi- 
ved long enough, to see his earnest 
petitions answered in the conver- 
sion of his now only child, as he 
died about four months after this 
pleasing event. In the month of 
December, 1760, Mr. Mediey made 
a public profession, by joining the 
church in Eagle-Street, under the 
pastoral care of Dr. Gifford. ‘Thus 
he, who was before a blasphemer 
and injurious, obtained mercy, 
which almighty and sovereign grace 
he did not fail to recommend by his 
conversation and example. 

During his long confinement, he 
had employed many of bis solitary 
hours in refreshing his memory by 
a study of the classicks, a complete 
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remembrance of which he ever af- 
ier retained. He now turned his 

rogress in literature to the study 
of the Holy Scriptures in their orig- 
inal tongues, of which, with the 
kind assistance of his grandfather, 
he soon gained a_ considerable 
knowledge. Athirst for improve- 
ment, he applied himself (o reading 
on all subjecis, that could enlarge or 
improve his mind; and thus, by the 
peculiar providence of God, he was 
gradually laying the foundation of 
his future usefulness. Indeed few 
had his advantages, having access 
toavery excellent library belong- 
ing to Mr. ‘Tonge, with the addi- 
tion of a considerable philosophical 
apparatus, the principal part of 
which he afierwards gaye to his 
grandson. 

Dr. Gifford had formed ideas of 
Mr. Mediey’s abilities for the min- 
istry; and one day, in conversation 
with him, put the question, whether 
he had ever thought seriously on 
the subject. He was much sur- 
prised by this interrogation, not 
having opened his mind to any one, 
but confessed, it had been for along 
time much impressed on his 
thoughts, aud had lain on them 
with considerable weight. He was 
soon after heard by the church, ac- 
cording to the usual custom, and 
called by them to the public work 
of the ministry on the 29th. of Au- 
gust, 1766. 

His first public labours were in 
the neighbourhood of London, ona 
Sabbath day, and at other times, 
when he had leisure from his usual 
occupation. ‘lhe vivacity of ins 
temper, the warmih of his heart, 
and that degree of easy and natural 
elocution he possessed, together 
with his zealous attachment to the 
distinguishing doctrines of the gos- 
pel, and the truth as itis in Jesus, 
drew great numbers to hear him, 
and made his prospects as a minis- 
ter daily more pleasing. ‘The suc- 
cess, also, with which it pleased 
God to attend his labours, encoura- 
ged him, in the strength of his <i- 
vine Master, to continue his efforts, 


by enriching his mind ina careful 
study of the Scriptures, to which 
now he devoted all his time and 
talents, that could possibly be spar- 
ed from his other avocations, often 
encroaching on the usual hours of 
repose. ‘The fruits of these early 
exeruions appeared through life, 
and in some measure accounted for 
that uncommon degree of scriptural 
knowledge, to which he attained, 
and in which he was almost with- 
outa rival. 

On June 6, 1767, Mr. Medley ac- 
cepted a call from the Baptist 
church at Watford, Herts, and on 
July 13, 1768, was ordained. 

At Watford he still continued the 
arduous task of education, and had 
a very respectable boarding school; 
the excessive fatigues of which, {o- 
gether with his diligent attention 
to his more private studies for the 
pulpit, that frequently occupied 
him the greater part of the night, 
soon Injured a fine constitution, and 
laid the foundation of many com- 
plaints, which grew with his years, 
and to which may be in a great 
measure ascribed that variation 
in his spirits, from this period so 
constantly experienced by him. 
Finding himself unequal to his situ- 
ation, and not so comfortable in all 
respects as he could wish, he con- 
sidered it his duty to follow the 
leadings of providence, wherever a 
door might be opened. At this 
juncture, that late venerable and pi- 
ous deacon of the church at Liver- 
pool, Mr. John Livesley, on a jour- 
ney, heard of Mr. Mediey, and was 
directed to him, as a suitable pastor 
for the church to which he belong- 
ed, which was at this time destitute. 
Afier some letters had passed on 
the subject, Mr. Medley first visited 
Liverpool, and was there two Lord’s 
days. 

‘On the 15th. of April, 1772, Mr. 
Medley and his family arrived in 
Liverpool; at which time he com- 
menced his pastoral office. Here 
as a minister he enjoyed the increas- 
ing affection of a people, whose pi- 
ety, mnaffected love, and Christiar 


d 
‘ 
+ 
> 
ur & 
te 
| . 


f 


= 


B98 MEMOIR ®F THE RCV. MEBLEY. 


zeal, were equalled only by their 
mutual confidence and attachment 
to each other. Perhaps, in this im- 
perfect state of things, few connex- 
rons have been formed under more 
auspicious circumstances, or more 
fully answered the warm and anx- 
ious hopes of all concerned. 

It pleased God, also, powerfully 
to attend the word preached by the 
influences of his Holy Spirit, to the 
revival, comfort, and encovrage- 
ment of his people, and for the con- 
version of many others; and this 
success, blessed be God, was uni- 
form tothe last year of his life. 
Relieved from the anxious employ- 
ment of instructing youth, he pur- 
sued his studies without distraction, 
never suffering any thing to draw 
him from the main business of his 
life, that of preaching the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, which was at once 
his occupation anddelight. Having 
full scope for the exercise of those 
abilities, with which God had bless- 
ed him, his popularity continually 
increased, not only in Liverpool 
and-the neighbouring towns, but in 
London also, where prodigious num- 
bers always attended, whenever he 
preached. 

The congregation at Liverpool 
had increased so considerably, that 
in the following year, 1773, it was 
found necessary to enlarge the place 
of worship. ‘This was accordingly 
done ; and it wae soon filled with 
attentive and constant hearers. 
From this period nothing more re- 
markable occurred till the year 
1789, when the new meeting in 
Byrom-Street was erected: unless 
we notice the remarkable peace, af- 
fection, and unanimity, with which 
that period of time was crowned ; 
the dear remembrance of which 
wil! long find a place in many an 
affectionate bosom. 

From the time of the opening of 
the new place of worship, to the fi- 
nal stroke that separated the belov- 
ed pastor from his flock, considera- 
ble additions have been made, and 
the word of the glorious gospé@l ef 
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Jesus Christ abundantly crowned 
with success. Indeed it has with 
great pleasure been observed by 
many of those, who sat under Mr. 
Medley’s ministry from his first com- 
ing to Liverpool, that they never 
found the word more blessed than it 
was the last six months they heard 
him. 

During bis annual visits to Lon- 
don, where for a great number of 
years he regularly supplied the con- 
gregations of Tabernacle and Tot- 
tenham Court chapels, he had the 
pleasure, not only of preaching 
with great acceptance, but of find- 
ing these his occasional labours 
much owned and blessed; haying 
reason to believe, that several, 
more or less, were called to the 
knowledge of the truth under his 
ministry in these places every jour- 
ney; as he often heard of many 
pleasing seals to his ministry, after 
his return home. As his health 
and spirits began to fail him, he 
found himself often unequal to the 
fatigue of preaching from place to 
place, as is the custom with visiting 
ministers in London; which tended 
to unfit him for his public work, 
and to prevent that active exertion, 
for which he had been so remarka- 
ble in earlier life, and which, in the 
regular and methodical manner he 
conducted all his studies at home, 
continued till his last illness, with 
little or no variation. 

To attempt entering upon a mi- 
nute description of his talents, man- 
ner, or doctrine, would swell thie 
memoir to undue length. The 
reader cannot have a better or 
more concise idea on this subject 
given him, than by quoting the 
words of his favourite author Fanch. 
The general scope and object of all 
his labours tending, “To humble 
the pride of fallen man, to exalt the 
grace of God in his salvation, and te 


promote real holiness in heart ané 
life.” 


fT be continued, } 
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For the American Baptist. Magazine: 


tMPROPRIETY OF LONG PRAYERS, 


Prayer is @ very important 
Christian duty; and it is important 
to know in what manner, it ought 
to be performed. ‘To the script- 
ures we must appeal as the only 
standard. ‘They alone can inform 
us, how our prayers can be accept- 
able. Notwithstanding the many 
excellent treatises on this subject, 
I know of no one which has exam- 
ined the scriptures to ascertain the 
form and style of prayer. ‘There 
are many examples given us; and 
we may reasonably suppose, for 
some purpose—for our imitation. 

For several years, my mind has 
been led to meditate en this sub- 
ject, though I have not till the 
present moment commenced the 
pleasing task. Soon after { embra- 
ced the truth, I found some imcon- 
venience in uniting with others in 
prayer; because I could not, jor 
20 long a time as the prayer contin- 
ued, keep my mind fixed upon the 
subject. Wandering thoughts would 
be continually crowding into the 
mind, to destroy the solemnity, and 
make me forget the duty in which 
i was engaged. I presumed, that 
no other Christian was aflicted in 
this manner; and therefore, for a 
long time, did not dare to mention 
my feelings. But afterwards found 
that these trials were common to 
Christians. One cause, to which 
they may be attributed, is the 
tength of time, employed in prayer. 
Some continue this exercise halfan 
hour; and others longer. During 
this period, the body is fatigued 
with standing or kneeling ; the mind 
is weary with being fixed on one 
subject; the solemnity 1s gone; 
the duty becomes irksome ; and all 


the _religious pleasure, attending 
the worship of God, is lost in a mis- 
taken zeal for his service. 

I would not undertake to say, that 
the length of the prayers, is the on- 
ly cause of these feelings. Others, 
without much difliculty, might be 
mentioned ; as the depravity of the 
heart; the temptations of Satan; 
and the cares of the world. But 
it would not be too much to say, 
that the length of prayers, is one of 
the greatest causes. It is always 
painiul to keep the mind for a long 
time, fixed on one object. And if it 
be even so necessary and scriptural, 
to make long prayers, the practice 
will be attended with inconvenience 
and pain. In the closet, when the 
miud is engaged alone, the ditficul- 
ty is not so great. But when uni- 
ted with another in prayer, the 
mind must be fixed on each petition, 
as it 1s expressed by the speaker; 
or we do not unite in the exercise, 
li is a great mistake into which 
some people fall, that when they 
attempt this duty, they must pray 
for many things, and almost every 
thing which they can think of. 
And those who can pray haif an 
hour, or more, are satd to have the 
gift of prayer. Timisters set the 
example, and others unitate them. 
Thus one of the bighest pleasures 
of the Christian, and one of the 
ereatest blessings which Heayer 
can bestew, is rencered tedious and 
irksome, and sometimes exceeding- 
ly disgusting. 

When a person commences pray- 
er, who is in the habit of continu- 
ing the exercise tor a long time, 
believing it to be impossible to fol- 
low’him through, we soen kegin te 


| 
2 
j 
4 
4 
ii 
4 
> 


. 


ee... 


\ 


3 


grow weary. Whereas, if we had 
the impression at first, that the pray- 
er would be short, we should make 
a greater exertion to keep up the 
attention through the whole. 

Long prayers are certainly un- 
scriptural. Christ says of the Phar- 
isees, that they make long prayers, 
and shall receive the greater con- 
demnatton. He also directs his dis- 
ciples not to use yain repetitions as 
the heathen do; for they think they 
shall be heard jor their much speak- 
ing. But though long prayers are 
condemned, the question may arise, 
what isa long prayer? is it half an 
hour or more? This question 
must be decided by referring to the 
scripture examples. Exclusive of 
the Psalms,which have more the na- 
ture of poems than prayers, the 
whole number recorded ts 55. The 
longest one was offered by the Le- 
vites in the days of Nehemiah ; and 
might be distinctly pronounced in 
S or 10 minutes. Solomon’s at the 
dedication of the temple is a little 
shorter. Besides these, there are 
6 from 4 to 2 minates in length ; 
8 from 2 to 1 minute; and 39 from 
1 minute to 2 seconds.* 

‘he prayer which was made by 
the apostles, when one of their 
number was selected to fill the place 
of Judas, is on record. If such an 
event were to take place at the 
present day, it would not be thought 
Improper to pray haif an hour. 
But the one used on that occasion 
might be repeated in less than a 
minute “Thou, Lord, which 
knowest the hearts of all men, shew 
whether of these two thou hast cho- 
sen, that he may take part of this 
ministry and apostleship from which 


* Gen. xvii. 18. Gen. xxiv. 12—14. 
& 31, 32. 
—19, Num. xvi. 15, & 23. 
Jud. vi. 36—40. 
vii. 18—29. II. Sam. xv. 31. 
Kin. vi. 17—20. 
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29, 31. 
XXXii. 17—25. 
Matt. vi. 9—13. Luke x. 21, 22. 
1.24, 25. Acts. iv. 24,—30. 
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Deut. in. 24—25. 
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Ij. Kin. xix. 15~—19. 
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Dan. ix.4—19. Jon. ii. 2—9. Hab. i. 12—17. Hab. ii. 2—19. 
Luke xxiii. 34. John xvii, 1—26. Acts 
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Judas by trans¢ression fell, that he 
might go to his own place.” ‘Fhis 
prayer is appropriate ; containing 
all that is necessary. Why was it 
recorded, unless for our example ? 
and how can we with a clear cone 
science, deviate so much from the 
apostolic practice ? 

This subject seems not to have 
been sufficiently examined by the 
Christian world. ‘Che prayers of 
the Bible are very appropriate ; 
they contain nothing, which does 
not belong to the occasion. But 
the prayers of the present day, con- 
tain a littie of every thing. Let 
the letters of the alphabet repre- 
sent the several things, for which 
we wish to pray at any time. ‘Then 
if we design to pray for N or T, 
instead of confining oursleyes to 
that particular thing, we should, 
according to the present style, be- 
gin at A, and go on in a regular 
course till we come to N or T; 
and then, perhaps, finish the alpha- 
bet. Whereas, according to the 
scripture mode, if we wished to 
pray for one letter, we should con- 
fine ourselves to that only. ‘This 
practice would make our prayers 
brief, and prevent those disagreea- 
ble feelings,which we so often have, 
when uniting in prayer. 

Some persons are very formal in 
their prayers; others study an 
affected variety. Both of these 
plans are unpleasant, and unscript- 
ural; and are principally owing to 
the improper length of prayers. 
If they were short and suited to 
the occasion, there would be as 
great a variety as the occurrences 
which produced them; and neither 
formality, nor an ailected variety 


Gen. xxxil. 9—12, Fixod, xxxit. 11—13 


Nun. xiv. 15 
Deut. ix. 26—29. Josh. vii. 7—9. 
Il. Sam. 
I. Kam, xviii. 36—37. Ii. 
II. King xx. 3. “Chron. iv. 10. I. 
If. Chron. xx. Ezra ix.6—15. 
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would bé necessary. In fact, until 
we return to the scripture standard, 
we Shall never enjoy that satisfac- 
tion in this important duty, which 
we have reason to suppose was 
felt in primitive times; and which 
is so necessary for our comfort, and 
happiness, 

Let ministers study this subject; 
conform their practice to the 
scripture examples; and explain 
the duty fully to their hearers. 
Let Christians adopt the practice 
recommended, and our prayer meet- 
ings will become increasingly pleas- 
ant; family worship will be de- 
lightfal ; and in the prayers on pub- 
Hic occasions, the assembly will feel 
an interest and pleasure, of which 
at present they have no conception. 


For the Amer. Bap. Magazine. 
A MOTTO FKOM BUCHANAN. 


“Messrs. F.ditors, 

‘Tne sentiment expressed in the 
following words of the late Rev. 
Craupivs Bucnanan, ina leticr to 
his friend, urging the importance 
ofa vigorous effort to promote the 
gospel in India, correspond so ex- 
actly with my own in relation to 
the course which we ought to pur- 
sue at the present day, that I must 
heg leave to introduce it to the no- 
tice of your readers. 

‘The words to which I allude are 
‘ound in the Boston edition of his 
memoirs, page 209, and read thus— 
TRE TOLERATION OF ALL RELIGIONS, 
\ND THE ZEALOUS EXTENSION OF OUR 
OWN.” 

Yes,” Limmediately exclaimed, 
ia relation to our peculiar senu- 


meuts as Baptists, ‘* we will toler- 


ate, even where it is In our power 
legally to suppress, all other re- 
ligious denominations ; but at the 
same time make vigorous exertions 
‘or the extension of our own.” If 
this method was justifiable in the 
British government with respect to 
an ecclesiastical establishment in 
Vol. I. 51 
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India, it certainly cannot be said to 
be unjustifiable in us, or any other 
body of Christians in our own coun- 
try. 

Against religious persecution and 
religious establishments, we always 
have held, and always will hold the 
same language. Regarding them as 
the offspring of bigetry, and the re- 
sult of priestcraft, designed to en- 
slave the consciences of men, we 
say,—** Procul, O procul este profa- 


nt.’ We are the friends of free 


enamiry. We wish men to be influ- 


enced by the force of truth—by the 
convictions of their consciences— 
by the plain dictates of the Bible,— 
in every thing which relates to the 
interests of the soul and the honour 
of God. At the same time, we are 
anxious to use all the means adapt- 
ed to lead the minds of men to the 
knowledge and practice of what 
the Bible teaches. In doing this, 
they will graduatly, yet inevitably, 
relinguish their errors and their 
prejudices, their animosities and 
their contentions. Party distine- 
tions will cease, and ail Christians 
unite as one band of brethren. In 
these United States, we have grown 
to a large and respectable body of 
Christians, and the prospect is, that 
we shall be still more so. [But it 
must be by exertion on our part, as 
well as by the blessing of the Lord. 
We must not be satisfied with pray- 
ing; we must proceed to action. 
We must vigorousiy support all 
missionary,—bible and education 
societies. We must maintain the 
discipline of our churches. We 
must promote knowledge among 
their members. We must give the 
servants of Jesus “their wages,” 
that they may ‘ not entangle them- 
selyes with the effirs of this life.” 
We must labour to correct the er. 
rours, in sentiment and practice, 
which exist among our own people, 
as well as among those of other 
denominations. We must circulate 
religious tracts. We must give ed- 
ucation to our young ministers, that 
they may follow tne career of Gixt, 
of Futter, of of Mannine, of 
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SrmuMan, and others, whose names 
are on tne catalogue of fame, and 
will go down to posterity with hon- 
our. No man must be asleep. 
Every individual is called to be 
active; for while we tolerate all 
religions, we must vigorously ex- 
tend our own. SOCIUS. 


ADVICE TO A YOUNG MINISTER. 


To the Rev. Mr. 


My dear Sir, ; 
I am sorry that, during your 
stay at , 1 enjoyed so little, 


either of your society. or that of 


the church; though I confess, with 
concern, I then felt too little regret 
in being deprived of so valuable a 


APVICE TO A YOUNG MINISTER. 


| September, 


preaching I allude. This is un- 
doubtedly an inferior consideration ; 
but, my dear friend, I conceive it is 
very far from unimportant. The 
friends of the gospel, and those whe 
are personally attached to yourself, 
can overlook many imperfections ; 
and, to the soul that is hungry for 
the bread of life, ‘every bitter 
thing issweet :’ bnt the case is very 
different as it respects the enemies 
of the gospel: their prejudices 
take deeper root; and really not 
without some cause; and, Why 
should offences to religion be mul- 
tiplied, and the childrens’ bread be 
made bitter and ungratefal to them ? 
Bat to come to particulars: I fear 
you have often degraded the 
sacred and solemn subjects of 
which yon have treated, oy very 
unbecoming language and an un- 


privilege. ‘The Lord make me 

more of holy David's spirit!* Had happy mode ofaddress, 

aE I been more in your company, I By wishing to be familiar and 
Uae trust I should have sought spiritaal Plain (which is essentially requisite) 
re improvement from you; but | You have, in some instances, de- 
ne should also have used the privilege Scended to a coarseness and seem- 
ahi: of a friend to you and the gospel, i irreverence, which, I must de- 


clare, has shocked me. You have 
talked upon the awful subject of 
damnation in a manner very unlike 
one who was deeply impressed 
with a sense of us horrors, or with 
an apprehension that it would be 
the dreadful doom of some of your 
hearers. Your manner has appear- 
ed to indicate, that you rather took 
a kind of horrid pleasure in de- 
nouncing the sentence, than that 
you was affectionately solicitous for 
the salvation of poor condemned 
sinners Far, far be # from me to 
conceive this of you; but, my dear 
friend, your unhappy manner and 
language have often borne strong 
appearances of such an unchristian 
temper. 

With the same unfortunate levity, 
you have also degraded the glorious 
message of grace, which I, never- 
theless, believe you have feelingly 
and faithfully delivered. One would 
think it impossible that any thing 
bordering upon merriment could 
arise from such a subject; but the 
laugh, which have seen more 


in freely and affectionately pointing 
out what appeared to me objection- 
| able in your ministry. 
Let me, however, assure you, 
that, through the divine blessing, I 
m3 have been edified by your public 
a: instruction; and the acknowledg- 
uP mnt Lonce made to you to this ef- 
fect, was from the fulness and in 
the sincerity of my heart. With 
A respect to my objections, as it is 
be ge now impossible for me to state 
them personally, I feel bound to 
do ii by letter; and I know, that if 
I write under a due sense of the 
many imperfections and infirmities 
which incessantly cleave to me, [ 
shall do it in a loving and humble 
spirit. It is the general testimony of 
i your friends here, that you preach 
4 the gospel faithfully; and I most 
| cordially agree with them. This 
seems to. be saying all that can be 
wished ; and you will. perhaps, 
wonder where my objection can 
arise. It is then to your manner of 
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than once excited among your hear- 
ers, seems to fix this charge upon 
you. Gloom and melancholy I 
readily aliow are a garb totally un- 
becoming the religion of Jesus,— 
the natural effects of which are ‘joy 
and peace ;? but I conceive a ten- 
dency to the latter evil is far less 
dangerous and degrading than the 
former. I shall only mention one 
expression, among many, that might 
be noticed, which, perhaps, it will 
shock you to read. My dear sir, 
do you conceive you contributed 
any thing torthe dignity and glory 
of God our Saviour, when you re- 
marked, with an air of umcommon 
levity, that ‘Jesus Christ was a 
downright Calvinist ?—which, 
deed, were your very words ! 

It is an honour to Calvin. or any 
other sinful mortal, to be catied hy 
the sacred name of C Huis ; but is it 
not highly degrading and irreve- 
rent to put the holv Jesus upon a 
level with one of his servants? | 
might notice some instances of sto- 
ry-telling and of coarse expression, 
very unworthy of your character 
and office ; but the hints I have giv- 
en will, 1 am persuaded, better an- 
swer the end proposed. [| shall, 
therefore, decline the painful task ; 
and will only strengthen what 1 
have said, by observing, that it is 
not among your enemies, but among 
the most zealous friends both of 
yourself and the gospel, that | hear 
these objections started. This I 
know is touching you ina tender 
part: but * faithful are the wounds 
of a friend.’ 

In concluding, give me leave to 
make ene proposal, to which | am 
sure you can have no objection :— 
That as you zealously contorm to 
the doctrines of Jesus and his apos- 
tles, you would likewise conform 
to their language and manner of 
preaching ; and then, | am convin- 
ced, the people of God will never 
be offended; and whatever cflences 
arise among the enemies of the 
gospel, you will have the satisfac- 
tion of knowing, that their preju- 
dice against its doctrines has neither 
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been caused nor increased by your 
mode of treating them. Many of 
the most bitter enemies of Christ 
and his religion have admitted, that 
his language is a perfect model for 
sacred instruction; and this, my 
dear friend, is rather a weighty ar 
gument: bat I have done. May 
the vast importance of the charac- 
ter you sustain, and the station you 
fill, be ever deeply impressed on 
your heart! May you honour Him, 
whose ambassador you are, by faith- 
fully and affectionately delivermg 
his commission, and, in every re- 
spect, standing ‘in his stead’ — 
And may you make it manifest, that 
your only motives for preaching 
the gospel are, an experimental 
conviction of its infinite importance 
and excellence,—an affectionate de» 
sire that others may become par- 
takers of the same blessing, and a 
zeal for the glory of God! My re- 
gard for you induces me to seek a 
further acquaintance with you; as 
there are very few, of my ownage 
in this place, with whom | wish to 
associate. If you feel a kindred 
sentiment towards me. let me now 
and then hear from you, when you 
can spare time from your studies. 
1 want such a correspondent; and 
I hope I shall have to acknowledge, 
that your communications have been 
instrumental to my growth in grace, 
and in the knowledge of my Lord 
and Saviour; which | am sure will 
afford you pleasure. 

lremain, &c. [Lond. Ev. Mag. 


MR. JUDSON’S TRACT. 


The following Tract was written in 
the Burman language. ‘his may apol- 
ogize for tie Inelegance or uncommon- 
ness of some ot the phrases and sen- 
tences in English—the version being 
made as literal as possible. | 

Tene is one Being who exists 
eternally ; who is exempt from sick- 
ness, Old age and death; whe was, 
and is, and will be, without begin- 
ning, and withoutend. Besides this, 


the true God, there is ne other God. 
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The true God is diverse from all 
Other beings. Uniting three in one, 
God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghost, these three 
are one God. God isa spirit, with- 
out bodily form. Although omni- 
present, it is above the heavens that 

te cleariy discovers His glory. 
His power and wisdom are infinite. 
He is pure and good, and possessed 
of everlasting felicity. Before this 
world was made. God remained hap- 
py, surrounded by the pure and in- 
corporeal sons of heaven. In order 
to display his perfections, and make 
creatures happy, God created the 
heavens, the sun, moon and all the 
stars, the earth, the various kinds 
of brute creatures, and man. ‘The 
first man and woman, at their orig- 
inal creation, were not lable to 
sickness or death; they were ex- 
empt from every kind of evil; and 
their mind was upright and pure. 
Afterwards, because, by violating 
the command of God, they trans- 
gressed against their Benefactor, 
the sum of all perfections, beyond 
compare, the light of the divine 
countenance disappeared; and those 
two. together with all their poster- 
ity, became darkened, and unclean, 
and wicked; they became subject, 
in the present state, to sickness, 
death and all other evils: and they 
became deserying of suffering, in 
the future state, the dreadful pun- 
ishment of hell. Above four thou- 
sand years after mankind was thus 
destroyed, God, being moved with 
compassion for man inyolyed in mis- 
ery, sent to the earth, the abode of 
man, God the Son, the second yada- 
na among the three yadanas jany 
thing superlatively excellent—In 
the present application, it conveys 
no additional idea; but is requisite 


in Burman to the intelligibility of | 


the sentence.| The circumstances 
of his being sent were thus :—God 
the Son, uniting the divine and the 
human natures, without destroying 
or confounding them, in the land of 
Israel and country of Judea, in the 
womb of a virgin, was conceived by 
the divine power, and was born. 


TRACT. { September, 
This God-man, who is named Jesus 
Christ, being man, endured in our 
stead, severe sufferings and death, 
the punishment due to our sins: 
and being God, is able by virtue ot 
having endured those sufferings, to 
deliver all his disciples from the 
punishment of hell, redeeming them 
with his own lite, and to instaie 
them in heaven. On the third day 
atter Jesus Christ suffered death, 
his soul re-entered his body, and 
he lived again’ For the space of 
forty days, he remained giying in- 
struction to his diseiples, ailer 
which he commissioned them thus 
.*Go ye into all countries on 
earth, and proclaim the glad news 
to all men. He that believeth im 
me, and is baptized, shall be saved ; 
he that believeth not,shall be damn- 
ed, or shall suffer endless punish- 
ment mn hell” Then, in the pres- 
ence of many of his disciples, he 
ascended to heaven, and took up 
his abode in the piace where God 
displays his glory. According to 
the fiaal command of Jesus Christ, 
his disciples, beginning with Judea, 
travelled about through various 
countries and kingdoms, and pro- 
claimed the glad news; and many 
believed, and became disciples of 
Jesus Christ. The true religion 
alterwards spread into the coun- 
tries of the west; and now to this 
country of Burmab, among the 
countries of the east, a teacher of 
religion, from the country of Amer- 
ica, has arrived, and is beginning to 
proclaim the vlad news. About 
one or two hundred years hence, 
the religion of Boodh, of Brahma, 
of Mahomet, and of Rome, tegether 
with all other false religions, will 
disappear and be lost, and the reli- —« 
gion of Christ will pervade the 
whole world; all quarrels and wars 
will cease, and all the tribes of man 
will be like a band of mutually lov- 
ing brothers. | End of Part 1. 
A disciple of Jesus Christ, is one 
that is born again; the meaning of 
which is, that the old nature, whic h 
is successively imherited from the 
first man and woman, begins to be 
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destroyed; and the new nature, 
which is implanted by the Holy 
Spirit, is obtained. ‘The unrenew- 
ed man loves himself supremely, 
and seeks his own private interest. 
The renewed man, loves the true 
God supremely, and desires that 
the divine glory may be promoted 
Hie loves ail others, also, as himself, 
and seeks their interest as bis own, 
‘Lane desire of the unrenewed man, 


#8 Lo enjoy sensual pleasure, world- 


ly wealth, iame, aud power. ‘The 
renewed mavcontemns sensual plea- 
sure, &c. His desire is to be 
pure in mind, to be replete with 
grace, to be useful to others, to 
promote the glory of God, and 
to enjoy the pure and perpetual 
happiness of heaven. The unre- 
newed man, influenced by pride, 
hates the haméiling religion of 
Jesus Christ. When seized with 
alarm, he endeavours to perform 
meritorious deeds, 1 order to make 
atonement for his sins, and obtain 
salvation. The’ renewed man, 
knowing surely, that man having 
sinned against God, and contracted 
great guilt, cannot perform merilo- 
rious deeds, fiemly in lis mind, 
that itis on account of the God-man, 
Jesus Christ alone, that sin can be 
expiated, and the happiness of 
heaven obtained; and therefore, 
through supreme love to Jesus 
Christ, and a desire to do his will, 
endeavours to avoid evil deeds, and 
to’perform good deeds only, accord- 
ing to the divine commands. Some- 
times, when through the assaults 
of the remaining old nature, he 
slides and transgresses the divine 
commands, he repents that he has 
sinned against his superlatively ex- 
cellent, and lovely Lord, and trust- 
ing only in the death of Christ, he 
humbly confesses the sin he has 
committed, and begs pardon of God, 
He who is unrenewed, and there- 


fore is not a disciple of Christ, in 


ihe present life, obtams no true 
wisdom; his sins are numerous and 


j heavy. And because he has no re- 


gard to the Lord, who can deliver 
‘om sin, he will, in the present life, 
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obtain no refuge or resting place ; 
but soul and. body will fall into hell, 
as his sins deserve; and haying 
transgressed against an eternal God, 
he must accordingly forever suffer 
eternal misery. He whois renew- 
ed, and becomes a disciple of Jesus 
Christ, in the present lite, is ac- 
quainted with true wisdom, and at- 
tains the state of a Thautahpan [one 
that has acquired a new and excel- 
lent nature, which will issue in final 
salyation.}| And when he changes 
worlds, his soul having obtained 
the pardon of sin through the death 
of Christ, will, through the grace 
of God, enter into the divine pres- 
ence. The body, also, though it 
be burnt with fire, or consumed in 
the earth, and thus destroyed for 
a time, will, at the end of the world 

by the power of God, with whom 
nothing is impossible, Jive again; 
and thus, soul and body united, will 
forever enjoy eternal happiness in 
the presence of God. [nd of 
Part 2. 

The commands of Jesus Christ 
are as follow :—Repent, or be 
changed in mind; that is, extirpate 
the old nature, and cultivate the 
new. ilave faith in the Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Love God 
supremely. Love others as your- 
self. Set not your heart on world- 
ly goods and riches; but look for- 
ward to, and long for those riches 
which are free from defilement,and 
eternal inthe heavens. Suppress 
haughtiness, pride and insolence ; 
and cherish an humble, meek and 
lowly mind. Return not evil tor 
evil ; but have a disposition to for- 
give the faults of others, and to bear 
injury with patience. Love your 
enemies, and pray*for them. Be 
compassionate to the poor and nee- 
dy, and give alms. Covet not the 
property of others; therefore take 
not by violence; steal not; defraud 
not in trade; trespass In no manner 
ov the property of others. Speak 
no falsehood. Bear not false wit- 
ness. Without being invested with 
governmental authority, take not 
the hfe of man. Drink not in- 
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toxicating liquor to excess. De- 
$pise not marriage, whether of a 
teacher of religion, a ruler, or a 
private person. Beside your own 
husband or wiie, have no desire for 
any other man or woman. Honour 
parents, and willingly assist and sup- 
port them, according to your ability. 
Listen reverently to the instruc- 
110ns of religious teachers, and make 
offerings for their support. In re- 
gard to rulers. whether disciples of 
Christ or not, honour them, pay 
them tribute, pray for them, an! 
obey their lawful commands. Pray 
to God always. On the first day in 
seven, assemble to worship God, 
and hear bis word. On becoming 
a disciple of Jesus Christ, receive 
baptism in water. Afterwards, in 
memory of his flesh and blood, 
which he gave for the sake of his 
disciples, reverently, from time to 
time, eat bread, and drink wine. 
Use all diligence, that your relations 
and neighbours, and countrymen, 
who are not disciples of Christ, may 
be converted. With a compassion- 
ate mind, use all diligence that the 
auhabitants of towns, and countries, 
ard kingdoms, that are in darkness, 
not having obtained the liglt of the 
knowledge of the true God, may 
hecome disciples of Christ. ‘The 
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above are commands of Jesus 
Christ. i Kad of Part 3. 

The teacher who composed this 
writing, seeing the yreat evil which 
is coming on the Burmans, }<ft his 
own country from compassion ; and 
from an immense distance, has ar- 
rived by ship, to this, the country 
of Burmah. He desires neither 
fame nor riches. Offerings and 
gifts he seeks not. The disciples 
of Christ, in his own country, mov-. 
ed with compassion for the Bur- 
mans, make offerings sufficient for 
his use. He has no other motive 
but this: Being adisciple of Christ, 
and therefore seeking the good of 
others, as his own, he has come, 
and is Jabouring that the Burmans 
may be saved from the dreadful 
punishment of hell, and enjoy the 
happiness of heayen. 

In the year of Christ, 18165; in 
the Burman year, 1178; in the 
Y67th. day’ of the lord of the Sad- 
dan elephant, and master of the 
Sakyah weapon; and in the 33d. 
vear of his reign; in the division 
Pashoo; on ‘Tuesday, the 12th. day 
of the wane of the moon Wahg- 
oung, after the double beat, this 
writing, entitled. The Way to Heav- 
en, Was finished. May the reader 
obtain light. Amen. 
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ADDRESS 
OF THE BAPTIST BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS FOR THE UNITED STATES. 


Try kingdom come! has been 
the devout and benevolent aspira- 
tion of every true disciple of the 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
from those who caught the prayer 
from his gracious lips, to those who 
now utter the fervent ejaculation, 
with hearts animated by the de- 
lighiful prospect of its extensive 
accomplishment, and souls ilumi- 
nated and red by the blaze ef the 


divine glory, as the millennia! sab- 
bath dawns. In the execution of the 
vast and important,vet truly grateful 
task of directing the liberality of 
thousands of theirbrethrento the ob- 
jects by them designed, and in their 
endeavours faithfully, in every 
point, to attend to the duties dele- 
gated to them by the General Con- 
vention, the efficacy of the suppl 
cation has been imade evident 
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the Board; and thev now acknowl- 
edge it, with sentiments of heartfelt 
gratulation to ther brethren in 
Christ, and of devout thankfulness 
aad praise to the Lord God Omnipo- 
tent, who, riding forth in the chari- 
et of salvation, deigns to mike them 
fellow workers with himself, in the 
magnificent design of redeeming 
from the dominion o1 darkness, and 
the bondage of sin, out of every 
kindred and tongue, and people and 
nation, the sanctified, the sacramen- 
tal host, who shall ultimately join 
the universal choir, in ascribing 
“ blessing, and honour, and glory, 
and power, unto Him that sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb, forever and ever.” 

Conceiving that nothing could 
contribute more to the generous 
ardour of enlightened benevolence, 
and to the excitement of extended 
Christian sympathy, than the dit- 
fusion of missionary intelligence, 
the Board have commenced a pe- 
riodical publication, entitled, the 
Latter Day Luminary: from this, 
and the documents annexed to the 
present address, may be cellected 
every information respecting the 
number of missionaries under the 
patronage of the Board, thew des- 
tination, their operations, and their 
prospects of usefulness. It may 
not, however, be improper here to 
present a concise statement of the 
transactions of the preceding year. 

Our agent, Mr. Rice, has contin- 
ued persevering in those active 
exertions for the advancement of 
the missionary cause, which so es- 
sentially contributed to its rise: 
and, whilst prosecuting this course, 
“in Jabours more abundant,” * In 
journeyings often,” ‘in weariness 
and painfulness,” watchings 
often,” he has our warmest sympa- 
thies, and we recommend him to 
the patronage of every friend of 
Zion. 

Brethren Peck and Welch, whose 
designation to the western mission 
Was announced in the last Report, 
have arrived at St. Louis; consti- 
‘ated a church of believers, whom 


the providence of God had conduct- 
ed thither before them; opened a 
school; and made excursions among 
the Indians in the surrounding coun- 
try; and found them wenerally wil- 
line, even solicitous, that their chil- 
dren should be instructed. 

Brother Ranaldson has been ac- 
tively employed in the states of 
Louisiana and Missisippi, in preach- 
ing the gospel to bond and free, 
with a success that has rejoiced our 
hearts; and has established a church 
in the former state. Though una- 
ble, from the sickness of his family, 
to visit the Creek Indians, pursuant 
to the instructions of the Board, his 
representation to the Missisippi As- 
sociation produced a mission from 
that body, which eventuated in the 
formation of a Creek African Church. 

Among the Cherokees inhabiting 
the wild mountainous country which 
lies on the borders of North-Caro- 
lina and Tennessee, the Rev. Hum- 
phrey Posey has communicated 
evangelic instruction with accept- 
ance, and has established several 
schools for the education of their 
children. Having similar objects in 
view with respect to the Indians 
inhabiting the state of Indiana, and 
territory of Illinois, the Board ap- 
pointed the Rev. Isaac M‘Coy, near 
Vincennes, to missionary service in 
that quarter. 

Two young missionaries, Messrs. 
Wheelock & Coleman, whose hearts 
are devoted to the cause in which 
they are engaged, whose desires 
are to live for the conversion of 
the Burmans to God, and to die 
among them, have sailed to joim 
their brethren Judson and Hough, 
in Rangoon. 

In this limited view of the pro- 
ceedings of the Board, tt may be 
observed, that the destitute places 
of the earth have heen sought out, 
and cultivated by the faithful ser- 
vants of Christ: the wretched, ig- 
norant, wandering’ race, whose in- 
veterate habits of savage life have 
often palsied the efforis of those 
who were warmest in their cause, 
are now induced to submit to the 
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fostering hand of civilization, and 
listen to that gospel which has 
brought life and immortality to 
light. The poor African, once as 
“dark in things divine,” as the 
eomplexion which Providence has 
stamped upon him, now beholds the 
“light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God, in the face of Jesus 
Christ.” In personal bondage, he 
is Christ’s freeman; and. without a 
country in all the world he can call 
bis own, his expectations are raised 
to one that is heavenly. And the 
devoted missionaries in Rangoon, 
who have planted the standard of 
Christ in the empire of darkness, 
and invaded “the habitations of 
cruelty,” will soon, it is hoped, re- 
ceive an accession to their number. 

Such extended operations, it may 
well be conceived, could not be 
carried on without great expense ; 
and the Board, ever regarding econ- 
omy in the use of the funds by the 
liberality of the public entrusted to 
them, have. nevertheless.been com- 
pelled by a sense of duty, to make 
large appropriations for these sey- 
eral objects. The calls of Provi- 
dence were too plain to be misun- 
derstood. They would not resist ; 
they could not but promote the ar- 
dent wishes of those into whose 
hearts God had infused the holy de- 
sire of sacrificing almost every 
earthly consideration to his sacred 
cause. They confided in His faith- 
fulness who has promised to accom- 
plish what they are labouring by 
his blessing to achieve. They trust- 
ed, too, that there existed in those 
who have hitherto favoured them 
with their patronage, a spirit that 
would not suffer them to grow wea- 
ry in well doing; but which, re- 
garding the success that has crown- 
ed their efforts, would only find in 
each renewed demand upon their 
benevolence, a fresh inducement 
for contributing to such heavenly 
purposes. 

Much has been done, but more, 
much more remains to be accom- 
plished. We have only planted 
our standard on the field; the bat- 
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tle is yet to be fought. The vari- 
ous stations which have been chos- 
en, are Only strong positions from 
which must be carried on a more 
extended warfare. If we taint 
here, our strength is sinali indeed ! 
If we sit down satisfied with such 
partial achievements, the laurels 
already gathered will wither on 
our brows. If steady, ardent. per- 
severing efforts do not sneceed 
these measures, we have but la 
boured inyain. What are four mis- 
sionaries in Rangoon, against a host 
of seventeen millions ? and these too, 
under the strong influence of the 
god of this world, and shielded by 
the grossest darkness! ‘Take up the 
map of North Americs. Trace 
the range of the * everlasting hills’ 
which divide the waters that rol! to 
the Atlantic from those that dis- 
charge themselves into the gulf of 
Mexico. One missionary is station- 
ed there; more solitary than the 
eagle that builds upon their rocks. 
From thence look southward upon 
the vast extent of country inhabited 
by the Cherokees, Creeks, Chick- 
asaws, and Choctaws, and one or 
two may be discovered shining like 
stars amid the general gloom. 
Then*xtend your yiew across the 
Missisippi, to the town of St. Louis; 
two missionaries have fixed them- 
selves there. But follow this river 
in its course for thousands of miles: 
trace its mighty tributary streams. 
and you will find their banks lined 
with tribes of Indians, almost as ig- 
norant of the God who made them. 
as the animals on which they sub- 
sist. When shall these “ floods 
ciap their hands?’ when shail these 
valleys sing, and the mountains re- 
peat the joyful sound of salvation ? 
Can such mighty effects be produc- 
ed by the eitorts of two men, how. 
ever pure their aims, however un- 
wearied their exertions ? 

We repeat it, the work is but in 
its commencement. Those sel!- 
denying unten, who, confiding in the 
promises of God, and the fidelity o! 
his friends, have gone forth to their 
glorious task, must be abby suppor": 
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ed. For success in their endeay- 


ours, they look to Him whose 
privilege alone it is to make dark- 
ness light, and raise the dead to 
eternal life ; but for the means 
which shall enable them unceasing- 
ly to persevere in their Jabours, 
they look to us. Ané who will re- 
fuse “a cup of cold water” to the 
disciple of his Lord, when fainting 
with the extremity of toil? Let us 
rather say, who will not count it a 
happiness, for which he is bound to 
give thanks to the Father.of mer- 
cies, that an opportunity is afforded 
of participating in that noble design 
which invites the contemplation, 
and engages the attention of the 
happy spirits, who * are sent forth 
to minister to those who shall be 
heirs of salvation ?” 

There is one circumstance which 
the Board are particularly desirous 
of impressing upon the mind of ev- 
ery friend of humanity. Our Brit- 
ish brethren in India have found, 
by the experience of more than 
twenty years, that * civilization and 
salvation go hand in hand.” And 
if this be true respecting a people 
in some degree enlightened, it ob- 
tains with a ten-fold consideration, 
when applied to the aborigines of 
our country, destitute of a written 
language, and every art of cultivat- 
edlife. It follows,that schools must 
be established, if we would do them 
any real and permanent service ; 
and an additional expense propor- 
tionate to these objects must ensue. 
But let not any one be discouraged 
on this account. By teaching them 
to read, and placing in their hands 
the word of God, which by the pow- 
er of his Spirit, is able to make 
them wise unto salvation, we shall 
greatly prepare the way of the 
Lord, and facilitate the progress of 
his missionary servants. It is but 
following the bright path, that 
marks. the progress of redeeming 
love on the fields of Europe, and 
the extensive plains of Asia. By 
tuis method, such as were ready to 
perish, even in lands where the 
gospel had long heen known, have 
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been nourished with the bread of 
life. By this method, the heaven- 
ly manna distils upon the wilds of 
Tartary. And it is by disseminat- 
ing religious tracts, and such por- 
tions of the Scriptures as they have, 
in the short period of their resi- 
dence m*Raugoon, been able to 
translate into the Burman language, 
and publish, that our beloved breth- 
ren there are diffusing the know}- 
edge of God with success; and 
their hearts are gladdened with in- 
quiries for~“ more of this sort of 
writing.” 

Brethren of our own denomina- 
tion! brethren in Christ, and friends 
of humanity of every name! whilst 
thus we press upon you the mighty 
objects yet to be attained, we are 
not unmindful ef what you have al- 
ready done. We thank you, from 
our hearts we thank you, for the 
liberal support you have afforded 
in the common cause of our Master ; 
and we feel a pleasure in reflecting 
that our thanks are the least recom- 
pense that shall be given to every 
one who thus serves him. If we 
have “used boldness” in urging 
upon you the necessities of ever 
increased exertions, it is because. 
we are sensible, that such only can 
be crowned with success. We ask 
not your gold or silver for our own 
purposes, but for His who is Lord 
of both. Our missionaries, content 
with what may subserve the ordi- 
nary support and decencies of life, 
prefer to all the charms of wealth, 
the privations which their duties 
impose, and find their comforts in 
the consolations of Christ.....their 
luxuries in doing good. There is, 
indeed, one subject upon which 
they are importunate, and we can- 
not but request your attention to it. 
Their constant cry is, * Pray for 
us.” This duty a Lazarus may ful- 
fil; and even the most wealthy will 
find themselves enriched by the ex- 
ercise. ‘They who cast their bread 


upon the waters, shall find it after | 


many days; but the devout suppli- 


cation of the pure in heart, of itself 


diffuses the joys of heaven through 
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the bosom of man. We close our 
address with the wish, that in this, 
as in every good word and work, 
you may continue to abound; and 
that all engaged in the glorious en- 
terprize of extending the empire 
of the Redeemer, may realize the 
prayer of Moses, the man of God 
.....°* Let thy work appear unto thy 
servants, and thy glory unto their 
children. And let the beauty of 
the Lord our God be upon us; and 
establish thou the work of our 
hands: yea,-the work of our hands 
establish thou it.” 


BURMAN MISSION. 
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sents a field for vast, unbounded 
usefulness! But neither revelation, 
nor the experience of ages, war- 
rant us to expect immediate suc- 
cess. What nation has changed 
their gods in a day? What nation 
so far adyanced in civilization as 
the Burman, has renounced their 
system of religion at the first men- 
tion of anew one? We are not to 
look for miracles, but we are war- 
ranted to expect the accomplish- 
ment of those ends, which God in 
his wise providence has connected 
with a steady, persevering use of 
means We are firmly persuaded 
that the country of Burmah will 
eventually becom bristian....that 
the way is now preparing, the seed 


af sowing; but how long before the 
Ve We are indebted to a pious Lady of harvest will be ripe, we leave for 
this vicinity, for the following Extract 
of a Letter from Mrs. Judson, dated 
a Rangoon, Aug. 20, 1817. It has been Mr. J udson s object 
ES to get well grounded in the lan- 
ha fi : Dear Mary, guage, and to do some preparatory 
‘be va Wuen | left my native country, work for the benefit of future mis- 
ae my anguish was mitigated, my tears sjonaries, before he made a formal 
At be were dried by the consideration that disclosure of his design to the king. 
OO ee { there left many congenial souls, We have not by any means taken 
Na i ‘ who, though prevented accompa- pains to keep our object secret ; 
Mad i nying me. would assist me by their on the contrary, we havé improved 
prayers, encourage and animate every opportunity to communicate 
Tit | 1 by their letters, and keep alive the religious truth to those Burmans 
ee ee missionary spark in my soul, by who have visited at the mission- 
‘a their constant assurances that I was house. This we have considered 
Ati not alone, but at all times aided and as the path of present duty. Since 
i supported by them.....Do you not. Mr. Hough’s arrival, he has print- 


sometimes remember those solemn 
meetings when you, with others, 


ed a tract of considerable length, 
being a view of the Christian 


te vee 


commended me so affectionately to 
the care of our heavenly Father? 
When you so often assured me you 
would never forget to pray for me, 
would never cease to encourage 
me by your letters ?.....No, you 
have not forgotten those seasons ; 
you have not forgotten to pray for 
me. 

It is now four years that we have 
resided in this country ; and though 
no Burman has renounced idolatry 
and embraced the religion of Christ, 
yet the seed is beginning to be 
scattered in a still, quiet way, 
which may spring up and bear fruit 


Religion, which Mr. Judson had 
previously composed ; and also, a 
small Catechism for children, and 
Matthew’s gospel. These are in 
circulation, and are well understood 
by those who read them. Many 
have called at the mission-house to 
inquire more particularly into the 
new religion. But we have fre- 
quently observed in these enquirers 
a fear lest others should discover 
their inclination to enquire. Some- 
times, when two or three intimate 
friends have been seriously engag- 
ed in conversing on religious sub- 
jects, if others, with whom they 


ma some future time. Burmah pre- were not acquainted, called at the 
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same time, they would be silent 
and take their leave. This makes 
us feel the importance of trying to 
obtain the patronage of govern- 
ment. In a few months, Mr Jud- 
son will complete a Dictionary of 
the Burman language ; after which, 
he will perhaps go up to Ava, the 
residence of the king. O my dear 
Mary, if we were convinced of the 
importance of missions before we 
left our native country, we now see 
and feel their Maportnce, as well 
as their practicability! We could 
then picture to ourselves the mis- 
erable situation of heathen nations, 
but we now see a whole populous 
empire, rational and immortal like 
ourselves, sunk in the grossest idol- 
atry, given up to “follow the wick- 
ed inclinations of their depraved 
hearts, entirely destitute of any 
moral principle, or the Icast spark 
of true benevolence. Let the plead- 
ers of the native innocence and pu- 
rity of heathen nations, visit Bur- 
mah. Their system of religion has 
no power over the heart, or re- 
straint on the passions. Thongh it 
forbids, on pain of many year’s suf- 
fering in hell, theft and falsehood, 

yet I presume to say, there is nota 
single Burman in the country, who, 
if he had a good opportunity, with- 
out danger of detection, would hes- 
itate to do either. Though their 
religion inculcatesbenevolence,ten- 
derness, forgiveness of injuries, and 
love of enemies,....though it forbids 
sensuality, love of pleasure, and at- 
tachment to worldly objects, yet it 
is destitute of power to produce 
the former, or subdue the latter in 
its votaries. In short, the Burman 
system of religion is like an alabas- 
ter image, perfect and beautiful in 
all its parts, but destitute of life. 
Beside being destitute of life, it pro- 
vides no atonement for sin. Here 
also, the gospel triumphs over this 
and every other religion in the 
world. This is the grand difler- 
ence.....this makes the gospel good 
news indeed, to the heavy laden, 
sin-sick soul. O my dear Mary, 
how precious does Christ appear, 


when conversing with these Bur- 
mans, and how one longs to, open 
their blind eyes, that they may be- 
hold his preciousness! But this is 
the prerogative of God alone; and 
it he has any dear children here, 
any chosen ones, whose names are 
written in the Lamb’s book of life 
from the foundation of the world, 
he will open their eyes, he will 
shew them his glory, he will com- 
pel them to come in. How inter- 
ested would you be, could you 
meet with my little society of fe- 
males on the sabbath. Interested 
I say,....yes, you would be interest- 
ed if it was only from this circum- 
stance, that these poor idolaters en- 
joy the means of grace, and sit un- 
der the sound of the gospel. I 
have generally fifteen or twenty. 
They are attentive while | read the 
scriptures, and endeayour to teach 
them about God. One of them 
told me the other day, that she 
would not think of giving up a re- 
ligion which her parents, her grand- 
parents, &c. &c. had embraced, and 
accepting a new one of which they 
had never heard. I asked her if 
she wished to go to hell, because 
her progenitors had gone there ? 
She replied, if, with all her offer- 
ings and good works on her head, 

(s} peaking in their idiom) she must 
go to hell, then let her go. I told 
her if she went to hell, afier having 
heard of the Saviour, her very re- 
Jations would contribute to torment 
and upbraid her, for her rejection 
of that Saviour of whom they had 
never heard, and that evenshe her- 
self would regret her folly when it 
was too late. If | do, said she, I 
will ten cry out to you to be my 
intercessor with your God, who 
will certainly not refuse you. An- 
other told me, that she did believe 
in Christ, and prayed to him every 
day. I asked her if she also believ- 
ed in Gaudma, and prayed to him. 
She replied, she worshipped them 
both. Il have several times had my 
hopes and expeciations raised by 
the apparent seriousness of sev: val 
females, as Mr. Judson has in regard 
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toseveralmen. But their goodness 
was like the morning cloud and ear- 
ly dew, which soon passeth away. 
Four or five children have commit- 
ted the Catechism to memory, and 
often repeat it to each other. 

[ have heard of your happy 
connexion with the excellent Mr. 
ES , and rejoice in your felici- 
ty. How delightful your situation ! 
How enchanting the prospect which 
your elegant house commands, and 
how refined the society which you 
enjoy! How great the contrast 
between your situation and mine! 


in the north and east, I had resolved 
to write before | received your last. 
Were | to allow my feelings to 
guide my pen in the relation of 
events which have afforded us much 
encouragement in our undertaking, 
| fear the picture would be too 
glowing, and even truth itself would 
Jose its value in exaggerated’ de- 
scription. 

The history of missions affords 
multiplied instances of long and 
painful Jabours aniongst the heath- 
en, without much real fruit. Thir- 
teen years of incessant toil, priva- 


t Yet, in point of conjugal felicity, tion and persecution, were endured 
: and solid happiness, ] am not dispos- by the apostolic Egede, before he 
i‘ ed to yield you the palm. I[tisnot got foot-hold in Greenland; and 
Ui the comforts, the elegances and lux- many more years were spent be- 
ae uries of life, which make us happy ; fore any of the barbarous natives 
he this you can testify by experience. were converted ;...and yet, he lived 
Therefore, dear Mary, I feel assur- to see the gospel spread through- 
ih ed that your elegant situation will out a great part of that idolatrous 
mie not sensibly affect you.....that your land. Nearly twenty years passed 
ihe happiness has a more solid, a firm- away.....much expense was incur- 
ae it er foundation than earthly prosper- red, and some valuable lives lost, 
|) aa ity. before the idolaters of Otaheite and 
vie Help me to live near to God, and “Eimeo broke down their morais, 


Be forget my former enjoyments, by 


your frequent and long letters. 

Pray much for us, for we know not 

_ the trials and distresses which await 

US.........Belieye me, my dear Mary, 

Your sincerely affectionate 
Nancy Jupson. 


Accompanying this, I send a Bur- 
man Catechism ; ; it is the first thing I 
have written in thislanguage. I wrote 
it for the benefit of the children under 
my care, without any idea of its being 

rinted; but Mr. J, thought best to 

ave a few of them in Circulation. 


DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT OF THE BOARD. 


Extract of a Letter from Rev. J. M. 
Peck, to one of the Editors of this 
Magazine, dated St. Louis, Mis- 
sisippt Territory, June 15, 1818. 


Rev. and dear Sir, 
Fuity aware that every item of 


burnt their gods of wood, and ac- 
knowledged Christ ** Lord of all.” 

From the time Dr. Thomas set 
foot in India with a view to preach 
the gospel, to the time that Krisno, 
the first Hindoo convert, was bap- 
tized, was about seventeen years; 
and now within the same space of 
time, may we not say with ele- 
vated gratitude, ** What hath God 
wrought?” Though immediate suc- 
cess in the gospel ministry Is cer- 
tainly desirable, yet it has not been 
found in every instance to be of the 
most ultimate advantage to the 
church of Christ. Blessings that 
are long delayed, are often more 
highly valued, and prove more efhi 
cient and lasting. 

Such is the wise arrangement of 
Divine Providence, that prosperity 
and adversity are set the one over 
against the other. These remarks 
have been suggested from reflec- 
tions on the work in which my wor- 
thy brother and myself are employ- 


intelligence relative to our mission, 
‘will be interesting to our brethren 


ed, and the success which our gra- 
cious Redeemer has been pleased 
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to give to our efforts already made. 
Of the constitution of the Baptist 
church in St. Louis, and our efforts 
to erect a place of worship, you 
have already been apprised. Our 
little church has begun to increase. 
Three persons have been baptized, 
and three added by letter. Of 
these, two were baptized the first 
Sabbath in April. One is a respect- 
able mulatto, a conyert, and who 
proves to be very useful in the 
church. He is our chief assistant 
in the Sunday school. When no 
one else is present, he is not only 
capable of taking charge of the 
whole school, but exborts and prays 
with acceptance to the scholars. 
As the season of baptism mentioned 
above, was the first ever witnessed 
in St. Louis, it excited public atten- 
tion. ‘The shore of the majestic 
Missisippi, was lined with spectators 
at an early hour......Proim the deck 
of a vessel, like our great Master, 
J preached on the occasion from 
Acts vii. 12. ‘Two Presbyterian 
ministers were present. Many of 
the Catholics attended; amongst 
whom were two of their Priests. 
This is the farst time the ordinance 
was ever performed in the Missi- 
sippi.....at least north of Natchez. 
never witnessed a more orderly 
assembly than were present. ‘Lhe 
first Sabbath of the present month, 
we again had the privilege of visit- 
ing this western Jordan, where I 
baptized a woman of colour belong- 
ing to Governor Clark. ‘Though 
we are but just on the confines of a 
Christian land, we possess many 
privileges both temporal and spirit- 
ual. Our meetings, for the most 
part, are tolerably well attended..... 
sometimes solemn.....often reviving. 
Though we cannot relate any spe- 
cial revival, we have not been left 
to mourn over an unfruitful herit- 
age, About ten persons have given 
evidence of conversion since our 
arrival; the most of whom attend 
our meeting, and of whom three 
are now united in church relation. 
Not a week has elapsed for some- 
fime, without one or more new Ca- 


ses of conviction or conversion com- 
ing to our knowledge. ‘T'hese are 
mostly among the Africans.....Jn re- 
lation to the public morals in St. 
Louis, a marked change has taken 
place within a few months past; 
though iniquity sll greatly pre- 
vails. 

We have enlarged the plan of 
our school, and iaid the foundation 
of a useful institution, under the 
name of the * Western Mission Acad- 
emy.”’ ‘This institution, at present, 
consists of three departments,which 
we intend to increase and extend 
into the country, and to more dis- 
tant villages. 

i. ‘he first department embra- 
ces those scholars who pay for their 
tuition, and contains at present, 
about forty, of which, five are the 
children of Catholics. 

2. The second department is a 
free school, limited at present, to 
ten scholars, all except one, the 
children of French Catholics, and 
who, without this means, would 
grow up in vice without useful 
knowledge. 

‘This branch has net been regu- 
larly filled since its commencement. 
‘lwo or three instances have occur- 
red, where the children have been 
taken from school after attending 
several weeks, through the influ- 
ence of their Priests. The Catho- 
lick religion is the same in its spirit 
and tendency, as in the itifteenth 
Centary.....1t is still a beast, though 
in the United States, without horas. 
Determined not to be defeated, 3 
set about to find more children te 
fill the places of those Jost, arfd in 
this { happily succeeded. Amongst 
some of these French children, un- 
common progress has been made. 

3. The third department is our 
African Sunday school. Were 1 to 
speak only of the advaniages of 
learning to read, and the temporat 
good of this unnappy race, with the 
progress that some have made, 
much might be said. But this is 
far from being our chief object. 
From the first beginning, we let it 
be understood, that religious in 
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struction would be our primary ob- 
ject. To prevent any difficulty, 
slaves were required to bring cer- 
tificates from their masters, though 
we did not wish to confine ourselves 
to this rule in every instance. By 
this prudential measure, the appro- 
bation of many citizens of the first 
respectability was secured. From 
the number of 14, which attended 
the first day, the school soon in- 
creased till nearly one hundred 
were on the register at one period. 
Some of these have made astonish- 
ing proficiency since their attend- 
ance. Several who commenced in 
the alphabet, which they partially 
knew, are now beginning to read 
the Bible. One girl, who could 
read a little when she commenced, 
has in the space of five weeks, com- 
mitted to memory the Lord’s prayer, 
and several other pieces of prose, 
together with a hundred and twenty 
lines of poetry. A man, about 30 
years of age, besides his task at la- 
bour, found leisure in one week to 
commit 23 questions and answers in 
the Assembly’s Catechism. So ea- 
ger are some of these poor mortals 
to learn, that they will work the 
harder through the day, that they 
may gain time to read in the even- 
ing. <A few instances of negiigence 
and backwardness to learn, has ap- 
peared, but not one of improper be- 
haviour while at school. 

As | before observed, religious 
instruction is our primary object. 
A most happy opportunity is pre- 
sented while in school, not only for 
private conversation, ‘but for pub- 
hic exhortation, prayer and praise, 
which is always attended. At these 
times, every countenance is solemn, 
and the tears running down their 
sable faces, is sufficient proof of 
the sensibility of their minds, I 
have often thought, while exhort- 
ing and instructing these immortals, 
who seemed to catch every word 
that was spoken, that | would not 
exchange this station for the high- 
est honour this world can give. 
Several have already become hope- 
fidly pious, and others are inquir- 
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ing.....Reading a part of the Report 
of the Boston Sunday School, aflect- 
ed them very much; especially the 
account of those who have been 
converted by the means of Sunday 
Schools. 

Brother W. has just returned 
from a two weeks tour up the Mis- 
sour! ; during which he constituted 
the Salem Baptist Church,” visit- 
ed a small village of Indians, and 
preached almost every day. The | 
Chief of this bend is a white man, 
by the name of Fish. They wish 
us to set up a school amongst them. 

June 22. Since writing the above 
we have had several interviews 
with some Chiefs of the Sioux na- 
tion of Indians.... on the whole,very 
much to our satisfaction. It may 
seem almost arrogance for one who 
has but got a sight of the Indians, 
to express an opinion on the manner 
of civilizing them. But as there 
are various modes pointed out,some 
of which are pursued, and as this i6 


‘a subject I used frequently to con- 


template long before I had the least 
thought of becoming a missionary, 
I may venture to hazard an opin- 
ion.....and that is, * The gospel 
must be carried to them.....to their 
villages.....their hunting grounds..... 
their smoky wigwams ;”......their 
children must be taught to read..... 
but this must be done amongst them. 
Missionaries and teachers must 
dwell in their towns.....learn their 
language.....and teach not only the 
English, but their own language. 

Is it asked, who will submit to 
such hardships and privations, as 
such a mode would require? The 
reply is, ‘* Here am I, send me.” 
All I ask is, two pious, devoted 
young men, whose constitutions and 
dispositions will suffer them to 
brave the dangers of the wilder- 
ness, to accompany me as teachers 
or preachers.....and I will venture 
my life as soon as the Board may 
think it best. Every season, a 
number of the citizens of this vil- 
lage proceed up the Missouri from 
800 to 2,000 miles.....spend seven 
or eight months with the Indians..., 
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learn their language, &c. and all 
for a few paltry Beaver skins, or 
Buffalo hides. And shall a Chris- 
tian, a Missionary, refuse to submit 
to the like inconveniences, for the 
sake of immortal souls, and the glory 
of God ? 

June 26. I can hardly express 
the satisfaction I enjoyed last even- 
ing in perusing your last Magazine, 
which the last mail brought us. 

Though more than eleven hun- 
dred copies of the English Bible 
has been distributed in and around 
St Louis, this has only just ex- 
hibited the want. For more than 
three months, people from evy- 
ery quarter around, have been 
to our houses and begged for a 
copy of the Bible; yet we have 
been under the necessity to send 
them away empty. Will not some 
of the Eastern Bible Societies take 
pity on us, and send the word of 
life for gratuitous distribution ? 

Respectfully yours, 
J. M. Pecx. 


AMERICAN PX DOBAPTIST MISSION. 


Arrival of Missionaries at Bombay. 
From Panoplist’s Postscript, July 25. 


Tne ship Malabar, Capt. Orne, 
arriyed yesterday at Salem, in 106 
days from Bombay, and brought 
letters from our Missionaries. Lat- 
est dates 6th. April. | 

The Rev. Messrs. John Nichols, 
and Allen Graves, with their wives, 
and Miss Philomela ‘Thurston, who 
embarked on board the Saco, 5th. 
October last, arrived at Bombay, 
on the 23d. February. ‘Their pas- 
sage, though rather long, was a 
pleasant one. At the time of their 
arrival, and of the latest dates, they 
were all in good health. ‘They 
were received by the missionaries 
there, Messrs. Hall, Newell, and 
Bardwell, with mest affectionate 
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tenderness, and joy, and thanksgiy- 
ing; and by the Governor, Sir 
Evan Nepean, with great courtesy 
and kindness. 

[t was determined ‘that Mr. 
Graves should have his station at 
Mahim, on the northern part of the 
island of Bombay, about six miles 
distant,—and Mr. Nichols at Tan- 
nah, on Salsette, about 25 miles 
distant from Messrs. Hall, Newell, 
and Bardwell. 

The marriage of the Rey. Mr. 
Newell, to Miss Philomela Thurs- 
ton, was solemnized 26th. March. 

The mission at Bombay is ina 
very prosperous state. ‘Tbe schools 
of the mission are now eleven; the 
children and youth belonging to 
them, Jewish, Mahometan, but 
chiefly heathen, are about 1200; 


-the average number attending from 


day to day, about 1600. 

The latest intelligence from Cey- 
lon, was on the 9th. March. The 
Rev. Messrs. Warren and Richards 
were then thought to be a little 
better; yet they were both quite 
feeble, and fears were entertained 
respecting their recovery. This 
is, at present, the only cloud upon 


our Eastern missions; and’on 


count of this, fervent and unceasing 
prayer will be offered by many 
thousands to the Father of mercies, 
and God of all consolation. 


MORAVIAN MISSION, 


From the London Missionary Chroni- 
cle of Alay last. 


Tue Rey. Isaac Jacob Schmidt, 
of the Church of the United Breth- 
ren, and Treasurer of the Bible 
Society at Petersburg, has trans- 
mitted to the Elders’ Conference 
of the Unity, a very remarkable 
account of the manner in which the 
study of the gospel of St. Matthew 
was, under the Divine blessing, 
made the means of conversion to 
two Saisangs (nobles or princes) of 
the Mongolians. ‘The account is as 
follows : 
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“ Waving finished printing the 
first edition of the gospel accord- 
ing to St. Matthew in the Calmuc 
language, copies of it were sent 
to Siberia, to the civil Governor 
of Irkutsk, Nicolai I. Treskin, a 
counsellor of state to his Impe- 
rial Majesty; which he most ju- 
diciously directed to be distribut- 
ed among the Selenginskish Mon- 
gols, and the Chorinian Burats. 
This excited so much curiosity, 
that the Head Lama of the Mongols, 
and the Prince of the Chorinian 
Burats, each among his own people, 
of their own accord, made a collec- 
tion amounting to upwards of‘elev- 
en thousand rubles, (55Cl.) which 
they placed at the disposal of our 
Bible Society. on condition that the 
gospel of St. Matthew, and if possi- 
ble, other books of the New ‘Testa: 
ment,might be translated into their 
language, and printed in their char- 
acters. In accomplishing their wish- 
es, two Saisangs, (each of them a 
Chief of about 3000 males) were 
appointed ; and arrived at Peters- 
burg in the beginning of December, 
i817. 

‘Passing through Moscow, they 
had the honour to be presented to 
the Emperor,who encouraged them 
in the most condescending terms, 
to pr roceed in the work. Here the 
Bible Society furnished them with 
a suitable lodging; and the care ot 
them was committed tome. They 
likewise brought recommendatory 
letters from the upper Chiefs to 
me ; expressing the great and anx- 
ious concern which they felt for 
the welfare of the two Saisangs; 
and declaring that they were the 
best and most sensible men among 
their people. 

_ Having regulated their affairs in 
their new situation, they commenc- 
ed their labours with unbounded 
zeal. Before they began their 


translation, they formed extracts of 


parts of different chapters; the 
meaning and spirit of which, they 
could not understand. These they 
brought to me, and begged for an 
interpretation, which gave them 
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in the best possible manner I was 
able to do. 

Here appeared the work of the 
Spirit of God, by the power of the 
gospel. ‘They listened with silent 
attention: their countenances be- 
came serious: they gave no par- 
ticular signs of approbation; but 
said, in a solemn tone, full of gen- 
tle emotion, that they now under- 
stood it. They visited me twice or 
thrice a week, always bringing | 
their work with them; and, at 
each visit. | perceived their pro- 
gress, not only in the knowledge, 
but also in the personal application 
of the gospel. ‘The work of the 
Spirit of God in the hearts of these 
men, having originated altogether 
with himself, | left the whole en- 
tirely to ae without intermed- 
dling in the least. 

I noticed, with delight, their 
growth in the grace and knowledge 
of Jesus Christ; contenting myself 
with explaining such passages of 
scripture as they could not under- 

stand, and giving my advice only 
when it was asked for. They were 
more especially pleased with those 
passages in which our Sayiour de- 
clares his readiness to receive sin- 
ners, inviting the weary and heavy 
laden to come unto Him, and prom- 
ising to give them rest. ‘They 
were also forcibly struck by His 
parables ; among others, by that of 
the householder, who hired labour- 
ers into his vineyard, giving to those 
who came in the evening, the same 
wages as those received whom he 
had hired in the morning; which 
they regarded as having a special 
reference to themselyes and their 
nation. The promise ef Jesus, that 
before the end of the world, the 
gospel shall be preached for a testi- 
mony unto all nations, made a deep 
impression upon them. Some time 
avo, they related, without any sug- 
gestion on my part, that whenever 
they prayed to their gods, as they 
have been aceustomed ta do, they 
felt very great uneasiness, as if they 
were committing sin. Another 
time, they spoke as follows :-—‘* We 
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have been zealous followers of the 
doctrines of Shakdshamuni,and have 
studied the books containing them 
attentively; but the more we stud- 
ied, the more obscure they appear- 
ed to us, and our hearts remained 
empty. But, in perusing the doc- 
trines of Jesus, we observed the 
reverse: for the more we meditate 
on his words, the more intelligible 
they become ; and, at length, it ap- 
pears as if Jesus himself were talk- 
ing with us.” Many speeches of 
this kind, all bearing testimony to 
that life among the dead, of which 
our Saviour speaks, Jolin v. 25, oc- 
curred, during my conversation 
with these men. It would be tak- 
ing up too much time to enumerate 
them all. 

I had frequently remarked, that 
there seemed to be something up- 
on their minds, which they were 
on the point of disclosing; but 
that they always suddenly checked 
themselves, and entered upon other 
subjects. A short time ago, they 
brought me their translation of the 
91st. 22d. and 23d. chapters of St. 
Matthew. After we had complet- 
ed the revision and correction of 
these chapters, they were, contra- 
ry to custom, quite silent; for, in 
general, they had various questions 
to propose, and required many ex- 
planations. At length, I broke si- 
lence,by saying—‘* Well, my friends, 
what have you to say to me to-day?” 
Upon this, the elder of the two, af- 
ter an evident conflict with himself, 
expressed himself thus: ‘*We have 
lived in ignorance, and have been 
led by blind guides. We have fol- 
lowed the precepts of Shakdshamu- 
ni (the Fo of the Chinese) without 
finding rest. By God’s mercy, we 
have been chosen to translate the 
gospel of his Son, into our language ; 
and, for this end, have been brought 
into connexion with you. Youhave 
illustrated the things unintelligible 
to our darkened minds, in a direct 
and satisfactory manner. We ac- 
knowledge Christ Jesus, to be our 
God and Saviour, and are determin- 
ed to know none other; we have, 

Vol. f. 53 
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therefore, made a resolution to 
leave our former superstitions, and 
to adopt the Christian faith What 
advice would you give us?”—The 
young Saisang confirmed all the 
elder had said, as expressing his 
own sentiments. 

This address was quite unexpect- 
ed to me. I answered, that I cer- 
tainly approved their determina- 
tion, considering it as wrought in 
them by the Holy Spirit, through 
the gospel, and as demonstrating 


the power of that gospel: but I ask-. 


ed them, if they had duly reflected 
on what was required of a disciple 
of Jesus; that Christ does not 
promise his followers earthly hap- 
piness and honours, but rather re- 
proach among men; and that he 
calls those blessed. who, for his 
sake, willingly and gladly submit to 
unmerited reproach. I reminded 
them, further, that this step would 
cause great sensation among their 
friends, and perhaps give much of- 
fence: I begged them, therefore, 
to examine themselves, as in the 
presence of Jesus, whether they 
were free from every thing that 


might prevent their becoming his . 


entire property ; for that He, who, 
in order to redeem fallen man, in 
mercy, offered himself as a sacri- 
fice once forever; and who there- 
by purchased us unto himself by 
his bitter sufferings, blood-shedding, 
and death, could not accept a heart 
devoted half to him, and half to sin 
and the world. The worst of all 
would be, if, after having become 
members of Christ’s family by bap- 
tism, they should again choose to 
return to the old way—either on 
account of persecution and afflic- 
tion, or out of levity and indiffer- 
ence. 

They replied, that they had well 
considered these things; and that 
the words of Jesus himself, on this 
subject, had caused them no small 
anxiety and struggle. ‘Chey men- 
tioned, particularly, the parable of 
the sower, and the different kinds 
of ground upon which the seed fell; 
also, the words of Jesus, Matt. x. 
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ii j 37, 38; likewise, our Saviour’s ad- learn that Mr. 8. and Mr. Rahmn, 
i dress to the youth, who would first with their wives, left St. Peters- 
By |, | go and bury his father—Let thedead burgh on the 3d. of Jan. last, and 
| bury their dead: further, what he arrived at Moscow, the ancient me- 
| j ae says of himself—The foxes have tropolis of Russia, a distance of 727 
ae holes, the birds of the air have nests, versts, on the 15th. They expect- 


&c. But they declared, it wastheir ed to have performed the journey 
firm determination to be followers in less time, but were impeded by 
of Jesus, and to share in his re- the indisposition of the females. 

proach, if that were their lot; They rested at a post-station on 
though they, at the same time, did the Sabbath. Christmas-day was 
not deny their wish, that such trials delightfully fine; and the Russians, 
might not befal them too soon, on in every village throughout which 
account of their weakness in the they passed, were gay in celebrat- 
faith. They said, the esteem in ing of the day. ‘The sun, howev- 


" which they were held by their er, soon after disappeared, and the 
+e friends, and their influence, were weather became so unfavourable, 
1a hi considerable ; and that it was their that they could not travel with their 
ey a | sincere desire, that many of their kabitky open. 
1 nation, being convinced, like them- On the evening of Saturday, Jan. 
iB 1 selves, of the truth of the gospel, 17, they were honoured by an in- 
ay might turn to Jesus; that they did terview with His Imperial Majesty, 
it || not intend, as yet, to inform their who received them most gracious- 
ie friends of the change that had tak- ly, without ceremony, conversed 
Ne te en place with them; in order to with them freely on the object of 
Hes prevent, as much as possible, all their journey; which he highly ap- 
ai i mistakes and prejudices, during proved; assured them that he had 
ai their absence: for that theirnation given the most positive orders, that 
ik t : imagined, that, as soon as they be- every possible facility should be 
oe came Christians, they must become afforded them on their journey. 
| i 1 Russians (of which both they and He expressed his pleasure that 
eee) the Calmucs, have great horror:) God had raised up instruments for 
i I r that this idea was dreadful, even such a work,—spoke of the prom- 
ae to THEM, personally; for they did ises made in the word of God, re- 
ee not wish to forfeit their nationality. specting the circulation of divine 
take , They therefore hoped, that the truth, and of the pleasure which 
RH Emperor would grant to them, and _he felt, and which every believer 
ri i to all who might be converted, in them must feel, at this singular 
aa liberty as to their manner of life, period, in seeing so many of them 
fae so far as is consistent with the pre- fulfilled. He expressed his firm 
Te h Bi cepts of the gospel; and, more es- conviction that they will all be ful- 
igat pecially, that faithful teachers might filled, because made by a faithful 


be sent to their nation, to point out and powerful God ; and concluded 
to them the truth, and guide them by assuring us, that his prayers 


; in the way of salvation. should ascend to God on our behalf, 
te that the important work which we 
\ — had undertaken, might be accom- 
a plished. 
LOUDON MIBMORARY SOCIETY. His Majesty mentioned with great 
satisfaction, the coincidence of fa- 
vourable circumstances. ‘I'wo per- 
1, Mission to Irkoutsk. sons of learning had lately arrived 


at St. Petersburgh, from Irkoutsk, 
By a letter from the Rey. Mr. whose object was to learn the Rus- 
Stallybrass, dated Moscow, Jan. 17, se language, and become acquaint- 
I 1818, (N.S.) to the Treasurer,we ed with the Bible. They have 
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already transcribed the gospel of 
Matthew from the Kalmuc, into the 
Mongolian dialect, which, when 
types are prepared, will be print- 
ed. Thus, said the Emperor, while 
the Boriats were thinking of send- 
ing to Europe, you (in England) 
were thinking of sending to them. 

Messrs. Stallybrass and Rahmn 
having taken leave of Prince Galit- 
zin, and his excellency Mr. Papoff, 
pursued their journey from Moscow 
towards Irkoutsk, on Monday, Jan. 
the 19th. 


The Emperor of Russia has invited 
Sanscrit and Persian scholars to Peters- 
burgh, for the purpose of cultivating 
those languages: His Maje-ty appears 
to be directing a large portion of his at- 
tention towards the East. M. D-mage 
and M. Charmoy of Paris, oriental 
scholars, are engaged. 


AFRICA. 


We have just received a letter 
from Mr. Ebner, missiouary to the 
Kraal of Africaner, in Great Na- 
maqualand, dated Octo. 8, 1817, at 
Capedown, where he had come on 
business ; in which he states, that 
the converts continue to be attach- 
ed to the gospel, and to him as 
their teacher. | 

In his examination of some who 
were applying for baptism, he re- 
lates some of their expressions : 
One said, * If we will become chil- 
dren of God, we must believe in 
God’s Son, though we cannot see 
him.’ Another said, *‘ Because Je- 
sus has delivered us, by suffering 
death in our place, it is our duty to 
give ourselves to him, soul and 
body, to live for him and serye him.’ 
* We should not deliver (said anoth- 
er) our only son to our enemies to 
be persecuted and crucified by them 
—but God did so with his Son for 
our sake.’ Another said, * My sin 
that 1 committed in my youth makes 
me to weep bitterly, to be sorrow- 
ful, and also the sins I daily commit ; 
but I feel joy along with my sor- 


row. Till now, I have only prayed 

with my mouth and lips, but now I 

pray to Him with all my heart.’ 
[Christian Herald. 


OTAHEITE. 


Strict Observation of the Lord’s Day. 

Mr. Hassat, of Para- 
matta, New South Wales, express 
ing, in a letter to the Rev. Mr. B. 


in London, his delight in the suc-_ 


cess of the missionaries, and his con- 
yiction that the work is of God, 
mentions, as one proof of it, the re- 
markable attention which the in- 
habitants of Otaheite, as a body, 
pay to the Christian Sabbath. 

‘When my friend, Mr. Crook, 
with his family, arrived on the coast 
of Otaheite, in the brig Active, they 
were much surprised that not a 
single native could be seen all 
along the shore, as the vessel sail- 
ed; nor could they perceive any 
smoke arising from their dwellings. 
This excited in the mind of Mr. 
Crook, and others, a painful suspi- 
cion that the island had been sub- 
dued, and all the inhabitants cut off 
in the wars. 

‘In the midst of this agitation of 
mind, one of the sailors, aa Otahei- 
tan, who left Port Jackson in the 
Active, observed that the natives 
were keeping the Sabbath-day— 
that of late, they did no kind of 
work—nor cooked any victuais— 
nor went out of their houses, ex- 
cept to worship God—and that the 
whole of the day was employed 
either in religious worship, or in 
teaching one another to read. 

‘At length, the vessel came to 
anchor in Matavai bay; but not a 
native made his appearance until 
Monday morning ; when great num- 
bers repaired to the brig, bringing 
with them their usual testimomes 
of hospitality, of food, and fruit of 
all kinds—with other presents of 
cloth, &c. &c. &c. being highly 


pleased and thankful to God, that 


he had sent another teacher among 
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them ; and thus fully satisfying all 
on board, that they had been ob- 
serving the Sabbath, as before ex- 
pressed. 

‘Thus you see, that it is nota 
few individuals who are turned to 
the Lord, but, comparatively speak- 
ing, the whole nation. When you 
reflect on this anecdote, and com- 
pare the conduct of these Otahei- 
tans with that of numbers even in 
the churches and congregations in 
and about London, you will be rea- 
dy to say, that the poor heathen 
are taken into fellowship with 
Christ, whilst the children of the 
kingdom are cast out.’ 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Bicx- 
NELL, Eimio, dated 12th. August, 
1816, to the Rev. Mr. Westou. 
Sherborne. 


Dear Sir, 

Biess God with us, becanse he 
hath done great things for the peo- 
ple among whom we labour. At 
length, superstition and idolatry are 
done away, and the Areoi society 
Their gods are 
burnt in the fire, and their children 
are saved from death. You know, 
that where the gospel comes with 
power, it always works a change 
for the better in man— 


Blessings abound where’er He reigns, 
Ane all the sons of want are blest.’ 


i have lately been twice round 
this island, preaching the gospel, 
and have just returned from a 
preaching tour round Taheite. 
There are about 700 people on this 
island, who have embraced the gos- 
pel, beside about 500 who are with 
us. In every district they have 
built a place of worship, in which 
they have prayer thrice every Sab- 
bath day, and once every Wednes- 
day. Almost every house has fam- 
ily worship daily, and most of the 


people retire for private worship 


(in the bushes) twice, and some 
three Ymes a-day. 
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At Taheite, there are about 3000 
who are turned from idols, and who 
now call Jehovah their God. They 
have built about 50 places of wor- 
ship, in which they pray, as they 
do here. They teach each other 
to read and write, and they leara 
very quickly. Many teach others 
the Catechism. The king writes 
better than any of us. 

At Huaheine, Raiatea, and Boro- 
boro, we believe there are nearly 
4000 people who embrace the 
Christian religion, although they 
have no instruction at present, ex- 
cept by the books which we send 
them. They are frequently send- 
ing messages to us, requesting us to 
come and teach them. 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIFTY. 


Ir is in the contemplation of this 
Society, that its representatives, 
now in Malta, shall travel into E- 
gypt, Palestine, Syria, the Lesser 
Asia, and Greece, to obtain infor- 
mation as to the moral and religious 
state of those countries, of which 
little, comparatively, is at present 
known, with a view to the exten- 
sion of gospel truth among them. 
Millions of men, called Christians, 
are in those countries, sunk into 
the grossest ignorance and supersti- 
tion, and groaning under the iron 
yoke of their Mahomedan masters. 
Who can tell what encouraging 
prospects may be presented for the 


propagation of the unadulterated 
truth of the word! 


EDINGBURGH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Letters have been lately receiv- 
ed from Astrachan and Orenburg, 
stating, that in the end of October, 
the missionaries and their families 
were in tolerable health. Mr. Glen 
had commenced the study of the 
Persie. Messrs. Dickson and Mitch- 
ell had been visited by severai 
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Jews, who express a strong desire 
for the Scriptures. 

Mr. Buchanan mentions, that when 
he held a meeting of Kirghisians, in 
the tent of Booldrooskia (a profess- 
ed convert) they were much affect- 
ed, and some exclaimed, ‘ Ye men! 
do you all hear these words ?—If 
we receive them, it will be good 
for us; if we neglect them, it will 
be bad for us.” They all then said, 
‘We repent, we repent—let these 
good words fall upon us, we repent?” 
In another village, after speaking, 
the people cried, * Jesus is our sac- 
rifice ; whoever believes in Him 
shall be happy. We believe in Je- 
sus ; there is no way of being saved 
but through Him.’ 


DOMESTIC MISSION. 


Extract of a Letter from Rev, Ina 
Cuase, dated Clarksburg, Virgin- 
ia, February 2, 1818. 


Rev. and dear Sir, 

As I mentioned in my first com- 
munication to you, | arrived at this 
place on the 27th. of December. 
Clarksburg is the shire-town of 
Harrison county, and situated on 
the west fork of the Monongahela 
river, which affords water carriage 
to Pittsburgh, and thence down the 
Ohio. ‘The distance from that city, 
by land, is upwards of 100 miles. 

A Baptist church had once been 
constituted here ; but many years 
ago, the Pastor went to the West. 
No successor was procured; and 
the flock was scattered. Nothing 
but the graye-yard appeared where 
the meeting-house once stood. A 
learned and pious Independent min- 
ister from England had, for nearly 
twenty years, supported himseif 
principally by teaching the Acade- 
my (the only one in this part of the 
state) and preached some of the 
time in the village to a few hearers, 
but with no visible success. About 
two years ago, he was called to a 
better world. The people were 
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now destitute. There were, in- 
deed, residing here two Pedobap- 
tist preachers ;—but there was no 
preaching and no religious meeting. 
One of the men was in the practice of 
physick, and the other, a licentiate 
from New-England, was teaching a 
schoo]. He had come out with the 
prospect of taking charge of the 
Academy, and preaching in the 
place. But he had found it neces- 
sary to relinquish the Academy for 
the present.—It was not now in op- 
eration; and for want of encourage- 
ment, he had suspended his min- 
isterial labours. ‘here was no 
church of any denomination ; and 
there were but few, very few pro- 
fessors of religion ;—and some of 
these were not very correct in 
their morals. 

it was painful to see a village, 
containing so many immortal souls, 
thus abandoned to ruin. Perhaps, 
thought I, it is my duty to stop, and 
endeavour to excite the attention 
of the people to their eternal inter- 
ests. In this { was encouraged by 
two Baptist brethren who reside in 
the place. 

On Lord’s day, I preached in the 
Court-house to a very small assem- 
bly, and again in the evening. The 
next day, one of the brethren, an 
amiable young man, undertook to 
ascertain the wishes of the people, 
with regard to my stopping; and 
for this purpose, circulated the fol- 
lowing paper :— 

* Clarksburg, Dec. 29, 1817. 

We, the subscribers, as an ex- 
pression of our desire to have the 
gospel preached among us, promise 
to contribute to the Rev. Ira Chase, 
for the use of the missionary socie- 
ty by which he is employed, the 
sums annexed to our names, if he 
will continue his ministerial labours 
in this place five weeks.” 

The amount of the subscription 
was upwards of thirty doliars. The 
brother himself contributed my 
board,—a deacon who resided a 
few miles in the country, my horse- 
keeping, and the sons of the late 
Rey. Mr. Towers, the clergyman. 
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whom I mentioned as having come 
from England, generously opened 
to me their father’s stndy, and sup- 
plied me with other conveniences. 

My duty was plain: I stopped. 
The assemblies, instead of dwin- 
dling away, as some had represent- 
ed they would,increased constantly. 
They were uniformly decorous and 
attentive. ‘Though | endeavoured 
to make the apostles my model, as 
to the matter and the plainness of 
my discourses, yet, instead of going 
away offended, they seemed con- 
scious that what I preached, was 
true, and came again. In private I 
was generally received with polite- 
ness and affection, and sometimes 
found an unexpected willingness to 
converse on religion. 

Yesterday was the last sabbath 
that I was to continue here; and 
‘to me it was a most interesting day. 
As I was returning from the first 
service, | was requested to call at 
a house, and converse with a wo- 
man under deep concern for her 
soul. Upon leaving her, and re- 
turning to my chamber, I found a 
servant waiting for me, and wishing 
Y to know if I would stay till this 
ta evening, so that he and some other 
| blacks could come and talk with 
me on religion. I readily told him 

I would; and I expect thei soon. 

Last evening I met my audience 

: for the last time. The house was 
Bs.: crowded, and all were attentive.— 
i closed my message, and bade them 

adieu. O my God, wilt thon not 

bless my feeble labours ? 

Nine o’clock, P.M. ‘The blacks 

have just gone. I am fatigued, but 
{ I! have had a very pleasant season. 
There were 15 1m all, male and 
temale. I conversed with them all 
individually. Six or seven of them 
were entertaining a hope in Christ, 
and had entertained one for years. 
‘They gave a brief relation of the 
work of grace on their hearts, and 
a heavenly joy beamed in their 
countenances. Others were en- 
quiring with different degrees of 
anxiety, the way of salvation. The 
‘ears stole silently down the cheeks 
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of some, and all were serious. I 
directed them to come immediately 
to Jesus Christ, ‘as the way, and 
the truth, and the life.’ After en- 
deavouring to impart to each the 
instruction they severally needed, 
and then making an address to the 
whole, the interview was closed by 
singing and prayer.—I expect te 
depart on the morrow. 

With much esteem, yours affec- 
tionately, Ina CHase. 
Rev. Daniel Sharp, Secretary of the 

Massa. Bap. Miss. Society. 


Extract of a Letter from Rev. E. Os- 
cuop, to the Secretary of the Mas- 
sachusetts Baptist Missionary Soci- 
ety, dated Henderson, July 14, 
1618. 


Dear Brother, 

I mapE a communication to you 
in March last, relative to the pros- 
pect at Sacket’s Harbour. I now 
sit down to inform the Board, thro’ 
you, of what I have done since my 
appointment as a missionary in the 
vicinity of this place. I have had 
regular appointments ever since I 
commenced my mission. I have 
spent my time fn visiting from house 
to house, and in the garrison. 
When | have not been preaching. 
I have been cordially received 
both in the village and in the gar- 
rison. 1 have many times had my 
expectations raised, when preach- 
ing among the soldiers, and again 
I have been almost discouraged. 
I have employed such means as 
were in my power, to render my- 
self useful to them. 

I have written and delivered one 
discourse to them on intemperance, 
which the officers have engaged to 
publish and circulate among them. 
Some tracts that I have obtained, 
have also been circulated. 1 have 
found a few serious ones among 
them. The last time that I was 
there, after sermon, one of the 
soldiers came to me, and wished to 
talk with me after the rest retired. 
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We sat down, and I enquired of him 
what he wanted. He told me that 
he had sinned against his Maker, 
and was very much affected. 1 ask- 
ed him how long he had had such 
impressions; he said, ever since 
he heard me preach in the compa- 
ny room (which was about six 
weeks before.) I asked him if he 
had been in the habit of intemper- 
ance and profane swearing—he said 
he had ; but had not since that time, 
nor did he ever intend to do so any 
more. [ recommended him to 
Christ for pardon, and told him I 
could do him no good; but that I 
would pray for him. He said, 
(weeping) ‘ won’t you pray for me 
now ?’—We then kneeled down to- 
gether, and I endeavoured to lay 
his case before God. This was 
truly an interesting time. 

I haye been treated at all times 
with the greatest respect, by all 
the officers, and they have of late, 


made me a present of a suit of 


clothing already made up, which 
was probably worth forty-five dol- 
lars. It was presented in presence 
of the soldiers, and a number of of- 
ficers and their wives, by Colonel 
H. Leavenworth, with the follow- 
ing address : 


Rev. Sir, 

Tue officers of the Second Regi- 
ment of U.S. Infantry, have re- 
quested me to present to you this 
suit of clothing, as a small testimo- 
nial of their esteem and friendship 
for you, and their high regard for 
the honourable and important cause 
in which you are engaged ; and also 
for the society from which you are 
a missionary. ‘The oflicers of this 
Regiment are not ambitious to be 
thought zealots in religious matters 
—they wish not to see the Cross 
supported by the sword, or the in- 
quisition. Neither do they wish 
to court the good opinion of their 
countrymen, by applauding that for 
which they have no real regard, 
other than to obtain thereby a tran- 
sitory gleam of the public approba- 


tion: But, Sir, they do most sin- 
cerely believe, that a mild and stea- 
dy practice of the duties, and obli- 
gations of the Christian religion, 
are especially necessary to the 
growth, strength, and preservation 
of that virtue and intelligence, 
which is the life of the liberties 
of iis nation, and so materially ne- 
cessary to the happiness and wel- 
fare of its citizens—The manner 
in which you have inculcated these 
principles, has given the officers of 
this Regiment the most pertect sat- 
isfaction; and they assure you, that 
vour good intentions and exertions 
for the happiness of the individuals 
of this corps, will be ever grate/ul- 
ly remembered. 
Signed, H. Leavenwortn. 


This address, together with some 
observations that the Colonel made 
when I first went into the garrison, 
secured for me the decided respect 
of the soldiers. But whether | 
haye done any good to them, is 
known only to Him who worketh 
all things after the counsel of his 
own will. I think, however, that 
there is a prospect of doing good 
among them. {mn the viilage, my 
meetings have always been very 
full. There is a large majority 
who wish a continuance of Bapiist 
preaching. I have received a num- 
ber of personal favours, perhaps, to 
the amount of thirteen dollars, and 
shall probably receive more. As I 
live near, I am frequently present 
ed with something for the use of 
my family. 

{ have, in several instances, visit- 
ed other destitute places. I have 
now spent between ten and eleven 
weeks, and probably by the time 
this will reach you, I shall have 
finished the term assigned me, and 
shall hence consider this as my re- 
turn. IT have preached 67 sermons, 
attended a number of conferences, 
and baptized six persons. I shall 
close the time for which I was ap- 
pointed in about three weeks 

Do write me as soon as conven- 
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ient, and receive my best wishes 
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Yours affectionately in the gos- 


and prayer for the prosperity of pel of a dear Saviour, 


the society, in the cause of the 
blest Redeemer. 


Emory Osaoop. 


ing Religious Putelligence. 
4 JEWS IN RUSSIA. 
Ir is stated in Mr. Paterson’s jour- iarly urgent, wou'd not go away, and us- 
nal while at Kosiov, ** Sitting and mu-  e¢ many arguments to induce me to 
ime sing in my lodgings on the obstinacy of give him one; but fer a long while 
8 | the Mahomedans, and revolving in my without effect, my whole stock being 
le mind the best means to employ inorder now reduced to eight copies. He at 
- ui to induce them to receive the truth, in last said; Give me this book: it had 
ei | came a company of Jews, and sat down been good for me that I had never seen 
3 a at my side, and entered into conversa-  #¢, unless you give it me: it may be of 
oe tion with me on religion. I spoke to eternal advantage to me. After sucii 
7a them, and read portions of the New expressions, I'could not withhold it from 
fay: Testament to them. One of them him any longer, but gave it to him as 
Gath. opened a copy, and read to his country- the word of God, and exhorted him to 
mea men two or three chapters. He read readit. There were more than twen- 
La ff it with ease, and earnestly requested ty Jews in this company, and I convers- 
that I should give ittu him. I told him edwith them more thanan hour. In 
(ae that it was the New Testament; thatI the evening, several other Jews made 
is 1 had brought copies of it to give away to application for books ; but my stock be- 
a Mahomedans ; and that I was afraid, ing so low I could not gratify their de- 
bit though I should give it him, that he sire, but promised to get copies sent to 


would not read it, asit contained the his- 
tory of that Jesus whom their torefath- 
ers crucified, but whom we believed to 
be the promised Messiah, and the Sa- 
viour of the world. He said, that if I 
would only give it to him he would read 
jt, and stood as much in need of it as the 
Mahomedans did. His brethren made 
intercession for him, and said, * [Ve 
evish ourselves to learn whatis contain- 
edin the New Testament.” Aftersome 
hesitation on my part, but anxiety on 
theirs, I thought it might be of advantage 
to the young man, and therefore gave 
it to him, and exhorted him to read it. 
No sooner had he received it, than 
another Jew sat down beside me, and 
read the New Testament fluently, and 
insisted that I should give him a copy 
also. This Jew was from Bakcheserai, 
and informed me that he had sold Mr. 
Pinkerton a Tartar Bible in Hebrew 
characters for two hundred rubles. Af- 
ter a considerable deal of conversation, 
I gave him likewise a New Testament. 
He not only read it with the greatest 
ease, but evidently understood what he 
read. He offered to sell me another 
Yartar Bible; but as Mr. Pinkerton 
had already purchased a copy, I did 
not think it adviseable to buy another. 
Several more Jews came forward, who 
could read Turkish, and requested New 
Testaments, but I was obliged to refuse 
them. One, however, who was pecul- 


them from Theodosia. I could have 
given away many copies of the Scrip- 
ture to-day, and was sorry that I had 
sent the whole commission to Theodo- 
sia. ‘Lhe circulation of the Tartar Tes- 
tament among the Jews, did not indeed 
occur to me till I was actually among 
them, and saw their anxiety to possess 
the sacred volume, 

Next morning, a few more Jews 
came, and made enquiry about the come 
ing of the Messiah. I pointed cut to 
them the predictions of the prophets 
with regard to Christ, and particularly 
insisted on the fitty-third chapter of 
Isaiah, and the passage in Daniel which 
says, the Messiah shall be cut off. Mr. 
Paterson then gave them a summary 
account of the history of Christ, and 
dwelt particularly on the cessation of 
sacrifices among the Jews, concluding 
with stating the resurrection of Christ, 
his ascension, and the certainty of his 
coming to judgment. When I had pre- 
ceeded thus far, says he, the man from 
Bakcheserai, and a few more joined the 
company, and I desired him to read to 
his countrymen the translation of the 
fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, contained 
in one of our tracts, which he immedi- 
ately did. One or two of them appear- 
ed to be impressed with what was said, 
and expressed themselves that the Mes- 
siah was come, and that it was in vain 
to look for any other. 
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REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


Extract of a Letter from Rev. Joun 


Jerrenies, Pastor of the church at 
Mentz, N. Y. dated May, 1818, to 
one of the Editors. 


DEAR SIR, 

Ir hath pleased God, the fountain 
of all good, to grant us another refresh- 
ing season in this place. The present 
is the fifth general revival we have ex- 
perienced in this town, within the space 
of twenty years, and is, in some respects, 
the most remarkable I ever knew, 
Since about the middle of September 
last, there has been one hundred and 
forty-five added to this branch of Zion ; 
and there is yet some appearance of a 
continuance of the work. The work 
has been very free from noise and con- 
fusion. ‘The administration of the ordi- 
nance of baptism seems to have been 
abundantly blessed, 2s a means of 
awakening many who attended as spec- 
taters on such occasions. May the 
Lord continue his work, and extend it 
through the world. 

Yours, &c. 
Joun JEFFERIES. 


Extract of a Letter from Elder J. 
Witson, dated Homer, Courtland 
County, N. Y. July 17, 1818. 


DEAR BROTHER, 

—On the 21st. of Mav, I set out on 
my missionary tour. I pursued my rout 
in a.south-westerly direction, until I 
came tothe Susquehannah. I crossed 
the river into a town called Guilford, a 
newly settled place. Here I found a 
few professors of the Baptist order, [ 
appointed a mecting, and such was the 
appearance, that I theught it duty to 
tarry in this and the adjacent towns, 
‘The Lord began a work among the 
people. I tarried and preached in the 
new settlements, including a circuit of 
about twenty miles, for the space of for- 
ty days. I spent five Lord’s days in 
ene place ; during which period, I bap- 
tized twenty-one candidates. There 
being no church nigher than seven 
miles, they were desirous of being con- 
stituted into a church by themseives. 
A council was accordingly convened on 
the 6th. of July, who gave them fellow- 
ship asa church of Christ. num- 
ber of members constituted, is 25 ; 12 
males, and 13 females. 

I tarried one Lord’s day more, and 
Vol. |: 54 


administered baptism to five, and the 
Lord’s supper to 75. It has been 
thought, that at some of our meetings, 
not less than five hundred have attend- 
ed. Some came 12o0r 13 miles. During 
my Continuance in this vicinity, (as stat- 
ed above) { preached fifty sermons, and 
attended fourteen conferences. 


Extract of a Letter from Rev. At- 
FreD Bennet, dated Homer, July 
18, 1818. 


DEAR SIR, 

In 1803, I came into this town, then 
new and thinly settled, now containing 
between six and seven thousand inhabi- 
tants. In 1805, I began to preach the 
gospel here in this wilderness, under 
many embarrassments; but hitherto the 
Lord has been my helper and shield ;— 
and to-day I must say with the great 
Apostle, **by the grace of Ged, pee 
whatI am.” O that his grace bestow- 
ed upon me, may not be in vain ! 

‘The church in this place has enjoyed 

reat blessings in two remarkable re- 
ormations, and an almost constant in- 
crease of numbers; and we hope, has 
acquired that establishment in the doc- 
trine of the gospel and grace of Christ, 
that it will ever be a light to the world 
around.—Zion, in this western country, 
has enjoyed great blessings from God, 
in the increase of her numbers, joys, 
privileges, gifts and prospects ; and, at 
present, is not left destitute of the divine 
iavour. A general tranquillity prevails 
in the churches, and in some, the arm 
of the Lord is now made bare, working 
salvation in the midst of the earth. In 
Vernon, Verona and Lenox, and in Onei- 
da county, there has been, and still is, a 
rich manifestation of mercy to sinners ; 
but it being some distance from me, L 
cannot give yeu particulars.——-The 
reformation in Guilferd, which brother 
Wilson has named, (in which he was a 
happy instrument) 1s spreading its in- 
fluence into other towns around. This 
is in Chenango county.—-There is also 
a marvellous work of grace in the town 
of Fabius, a few miles north-east of this. 
The work commenced last spring, un- 
der the ministry of Lider Eliada Blakes- 
ly, from East Hartford, in Connecticut, 
who has removed tothat place. Lord’s 
day before last, there were 28 baptized, 
and 9 last sabbath. There have been 
74 baptized and added tothe church, 
and the work still continues, 
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ELDER SoLemon GoopaLrt, of 
Bristol, N. Y. Aug. 10, 1818, writes to 
a friend in Boston, as follows :—** The 
reformation still continues in this place. 
Thave baptized 100 since the good work 
began, and there are a number more 
who are candidates tor the ordinance. 
Several other places are also biessed 
with precious revivals. In Fabius, lam 
told eighty persons have been bap- 
tized in eight weeks. How woncer- 
ful art the displays of grace, which 
God has reserved for these happy 
days !” 


Extract of a Letter from Dr. KELLEY, 
to one of the Editors, dated Gilman- 
town, .V. H. dug. 17, 1818. 


DEAR SIR, 

As I have never seen any account in 
the Magazine, of the work of grace and 
mercy in our section of the country, I 
have thought proper to give you a short 
sketch of it. I have great reason to 
bless God, that he has been pleased to 
awaken one, that had heen asleep ma- 
iv vears, and bring him to some sense 
of his duty to God. 

Last December, about the middle 
of the month, at a meeting of the /r- 
male Reading Society, near the Acad- 
cmy in this town, they began to read 
some lines from Watts, on the ‘‘ end of 
time ;” and the God of ail grace and 
mercy was pleased to open eternity to 
their view, and by the light of his Holy 
Spirit, to impress the minds of a num- 
ber of young persons cf the first respect- 
ability, so that they were brought to 
crv aloud, “Lord, have mercy on us, 
great sinners!” From that time the 
work spread, The cloud full of grace 
and mercy, seemed still to hover over us, 
Hard hearts were softened, blind eves 
were opened, and stubborn wills were 
subjected to the Saviour. The cry for 
mercy was continued night and day, till 
they were brought to rejoice in a risen 
Saviour. The work rapidly increased 
without any visible means, as there had 
been but little preaching in the piace for 
some time before; and darkness and 
stupicity pervaded the town generally. 

Old professors were asleep, and sinners 
were hardened in sin. As the cloud 
passed, it seemed to overshadow the 
town, until the inhabitants were brought 
tosay, ** Thy mercies, O God, flow like 
a river, and thy grace descends like the 
gentle dews of heaven.” Sinners were 
brought humbly to embrace the Saviour, 
and old backsliders returned to their 
Father’s house with humble repentance, 
and gave glory to the name of God and 
the Lamb, There were about forty 
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who professed faith and hope in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, in the vicinity of the 
Academy, ina short time, The cloud 
seemed to move on eastward, and ma- 
ny in the north and lower part of the 
town, professed to have been made new 
creatures. Likewise a large number 
in Barnstead. I thmk in both towns, 
as many as two hundred were made to 
hear the life-giving voice, besides many 
others who saw the light. 

About twenty in the lower part of the 
town, have united as a*Baptist church, 
at present uncer the care of Elder 
Phineas Richardson; and there is a 
pleasing prospect, that many more will 
be added. Many have joined the 
Congregational church in our town, for 
whom we have great charity. Others 
have joined the Free-will connexion. 

The Rev. Enos George, a gospel 
teacher, was baptizing by immersion in 
Barnstead. While at the water, he 
exclaimed, “ If any believe in the Lord 
Jesus, lam ready to go into the water 
with them.”—QOn hearing that, one of 
the selectmen of the town, who had 
net before seen it his duty to follow 
Christ into the water, neither had made 
a public ave but being now con- 
vinced of his duty, stepped forward inr- 
mediately and declared his belief in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and that he had 
found him precious to his soul. ‘Thus 
he submitted to the ordinance of bap- 
tism, and was added tothe church. It 
was a solemn time, and had a powerful 
effect on the minds of many. 

Your friend and humble servant, 

BENJAMIN KELLEY. 


DELAWARE MISSION SOCIETY. 


We notice with pleasure, that the 
Delaware Association have tormed 
themselves into a Society, for “domestic 
missions.” We subjoin the following 
extract from their Minutes. 

“Phe object of this Society is to aid 
poor and destitute churches in the sup- 
port of the stated ministry of the word, 
and to supply destitute neighbourhoods 
with the gospel. It shall be compos- 
ed of the messengers of the churches 
who form the Association, and of all 
those who subscribe and pay to the so- 
ciety at least one dollar per annum. 


FAYETTE FEMALE MITE SOCIETY. 
Ir has pleased the Lord recently to 


visit the Inhabitants of this town with a 
shower of divine grace. Many of the 
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precious youth have failen in love with 
the blessed Jesus. A love also to the 
cause of Missions has been kindled in 
the hearts of the females. Our hearts 
are pained within us, when we consider 
how many thousands of our fellow-crea- 
tures are enveloped in heathenish dark- 
ness. We feel an ardent desire that the 
glorious news of salvation, mays reach 
their beni¢hted souls, and that they may 
know the joys of pardoned sin. We 
greatly rejoice at the exertions which 
are making for the spread of the gos- 
pel ; and believe it to be our duty tocast 
in our mites, towards aiding the mission- 
ary cause. A society for that purpose 
was formed here in June last, known by 
the name of * 7he Fayette Female 
Mite Society.” We herewith send you, 
the small sum -of $24,50 cts. which 
we wish to have appropriated tothe use 
of the Foreign Mission. We offer our 
earnest prayers that God would pros- 
per the missionary cause, and that he 
would influence the heart of every Fe- 
male in this highly favoured land, to aid 
in spreading the gospel throughout the 
whole worid. 
Signed, in behalf of the Society, 
Watson, Clerk. 

Fayette, Sefit. 20, 1817. 


Dr. Baldwin, President of the Bap. 
Board of F. M.for the U.S. 


-- 


The Testimony of a Pagan Magistrate 
to the excellency of Christiantty. 


A Chinese Mandarin, who had the 
chief command of the royal troops in 
Cochin-China, perceiving one day, near 
the court, a number of men beneath the 
canga*, said, ** Where have they seiz- 
ed on somany thieves at atime?” It 
was answered that they were not 
thieves, but Christians, whose religion 
the king had forbidden under pain of 
death. “How,” replied he, ‘* con- 
demned for being Christians! Can their 
religion be any crime against the gov- 
ernment? Do they not pay taxes as 
well as others? Do they not assist at 
the public works? Do they not bear 


® An instrument of torture. 


arms? Do they not gotobattle? Do they 
not follow our standard from north to 
south ? What more can be required of 
them ? Why should we concern our- 
selves about their religion, provided 
they prove good and faithful subjects : 
It is we, the disciples of Phat and Con- 
fucius, and especially we mandarins, 
who know no other law than our own 
wills, nor rule of life but our own Con- 
cupiscence, that seize without scruplc 
the gardens and fieids of the poor; that 
Violate without shame the wives of oth- 
ers, and carry off their daughters by 
force ; whereas the Christians confine 
themselves to one wife, without daring. 
to approach the wives or daughters of 
others. In a word, they are an upright, 
and simple people, who do no injury to 
any one,” 


“When I was very young,” continu- 
ed he, “there was a_ libertine with 
whom I was acquainted, who became 
a notorious thict. His family left no 
means untried to reclaim him from his 
wicked course of life. He had often 
been severely whipped, imprisoned, 
and even threatened with death by the 
heads of the village, to no purpose ; for 
nothing could intimidate him. At 
length, after an absence of many years, 
I met him by accident, and was aston- 
ished beyond measure at the alteration 
I perceived in him, being now neither 
a libertine, a gambler, nor a thief. I 
asked him the reason of so surprising a 
change. "To which he replied, that he 
had married a Christian woman, who, 
by her exhortations and example, had 
converted him to her religion; that he 
no longer dared to persevere in his 
wicked course of life, because it was 
forbidden by that religion. ‘‘ Behold,” 
added the Mandarin, ‘‘ what the mag- 
istrates could not effect by the force of 
their authority, a wife has accemplish- 
ed by the influence of her religion! 
Ought a religion, therefore, which has 
the power of putting a stop to such dis 
orders,—ought a religion, which can 
convert a thief into an honest man, 
ought such a religion to be proscribed 
or condemned?” “If defy,” continued he, 
** yours or mine to do as much.” 


Mrdinations, Orc. 


OrvDAINED on the Sth. of March last, 
at Warren, R.L. the Rev. Daniel Chess- 
man, to the pastoral ottice over the Bap- 
tist church and congregation in that 
place. ‘The services commenced by 


singing and prayer, by Rev. David Bene- 
dict, of Pawtucket. An appropriate 
sermon was delivered by Rev. Dr. Bald- 
win, of Boston, from Phil. 1. 17——J an: 
set for the defence of the gospel. ‘The 
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Rev. Mr. Baker, of Providence, offer- 
ed up the consecrating prayer, Rev. 
Mr. Gano delivered the charge to the 
candidate, Rev. Mr. Bates of Bristol, 
ave the right hand of fellowship, and 
ev. Mr. Lewis made the concluding 
prayer. 

The above services were performed 
in the Baptist Meeting-house, in the 
presence of a numerous and respectable 
congregation. ‘Lhe season was pecul- 
iarly interesting and solemn} and it is 
devoutly hoped, that a blessing will at- 
tend the important transactions of this 
day. 

candi Dorset, Vt. on 12th. of March 
ult. Rev. Cyrenius M. Fuller, to the 
work of the gospel ministry. The ser- 
vices were attended in the Baptist 
Meeting-house in said town. Rev. Ed- 
ward Barber, of Greenwich, N. Y. de- 
livered an appropriate sermon from 
Rom. x. 15, Rev. Calvin Chamberiain, 
of Manchester, Vt. offered the conse- 
crating prayer, Rev. Joseph Eliot, of 
Rockingham, g ve the charge, Rev. 
Leland Howard, of Windsor, gave the 
right hand of fellowship, Rev. Mr. Run- 
nels, of Rupert, addressed the church 
and society, and Rev. Mr. Tinkham 
made the concluding prayer. A nu- 
merous assembly were present, who 
testified by their serious and devout at- 
tention, that they were suitably impress- 
ed with the sclemnities of the day. 

——At Putney, Vt. on the Ist. of A- 
pri uit. Rev. Asahel Wood, as Pastor 
of the Baptist church in that town. The 
Rev. Joseph E:siot preached a sermun 
from 1 Tim. iv. 16; Rev. Mansfield 
Bruce, of Marlboro’, offered up the con- 
secrating prayer, Rev. Mr. Eliot gave 
the charge, Rev. Levi Dunham, of 
Swanzey, N. H. geve the right hand of 
fellowship, Rev. Isaac Welmaa, of 
Brookiine, made the concluding prayer, 
During the solemnities, the most pertect 
oriler and devout sertousness, charac- 
terized the numerous audience, 
Instalied at Weare, N.H. on the 
6th. of May, Rev. John B, Gibson, to the 
pastorai care of the Baptist church in 
that town. Rev. Mr. Robinson, of Sal- 
isbury, preached on the occasiou—Acts 
xx. 28. Rev. Mr. Veazy of Bow, gave 
the charge, and Rev. Mr. Srone, of New 
Boston, the right hand of fellowship. 
The exercises were appropriate and 
interesting, and witnessed by a respect- 
able assembly. 

——At Cambria, Niagara County, 
N. ¥. on the 11th. of June ult. Eider 
Alvard was set apart to the gospel min- 
istry, bv the assistance of Elder John 
Uptold, of Upper Canada, and Elder 
Simecn Dutcher. Elder Upfold preach- 
ed from 2 Cor. iii, 6. The services 
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were performed ina barn, for want of 
a Meeting-house. But evident tokens 
et Lis presence, who was born in>a sta- 
bie at Bethlehem, rendered the season 
interesting to every humble soul. 

Myr. Benjamin J, Lane was ordain- 
ed tothe work of the ministry in ‘Town- 
send, Vt. 18th of June last. Rev. Mr. 
Mansfield Bruce, of Marlborough, in- 
treduced the services by prayer; Rev. 
Aaron Leland, ot Chester, delivered the 
sermon trom 1 Thess. v.13; Rev. Jer- 
emiah Higbee, of Alstead, prayed at 
the imposition of hands ; Rev. Joseph 
Elliot, of Rockingham, delivered the 
charge; Rev, Mr. Bruce gave the right 
hand of fellowship, and Rev. Leland 
Howard, of Windsor, made the con- 
cluding prayer. ‘The day was fine, and 
all the services were highly interesting 
and appropriate. Mr. Lane is supply- 
ing the two churches in Townsend and 
Jamaica, by whose united request he 
was ordained, 

—~At Bergen, in Genesee county, 
N. Y. on the first of July ult. brother 
John Minor was set apart to the gos- 
pel ministry. Elder Lbenezer Vinin 
preached on the occasion, from 2 Tim, 
iv, 53; Elder Patterson prayed at the 
Jaying on of hands, E.lder Lampson gave 
the charge, Elder Patterson gave the 
right hand of fellowship, and brother 
Randall made the concluding prayer. 
The assemoly was numerous & solemn. 

July 22,1818,Rev. Bela Jacobs was pub- 
lickly recognized as pastor of the church 
at Cambridge. Rev. Joseph Grafton in- 
troduced the service by prayer, Rev, 
Daniel Sharp preached on the occasion 
from 2 Cor. v.20, Rev. Stephen Gano 
gave the charge, Rev. Thomas Baid- 
win, D. D. gave the fellowship of the 
churches, Rev. Elisha Williams closed 
with prayer. 


New Church Constituted. 

On Thursday the ilth. of June, in 
Haddontield, N. J. the constitution of a 
Baptist church on Calvinistic princi- 
ples took place. There being no Meet- 
ing-house yet erected of that order, al- 
thcugh energetic steps are taking for 
that purpose, and the School-house be- 
ing thronged with pious attendants of 
various denominations, a convenient and 
handsome grove was made use of. 

The introductory exercises were an 
appropriate hymn, a short address, and 
a prayer, by the Rev. Dr. Rogers, of 
Philadelphia ; a hymn and interesting 
discourse followed by the Rev. Dr. Hol- 
combe, of Philadelphia ; the discourse 
was founded on 1 Cor, Ist.chap. and the 
ten first verses. —The solemnities were 
closed by an affectionate prayer by the 


Mr. Maylin. 
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The constitution of the church then 
followed.—-The usual examination by 
way of questions, producing the letters of 
dismission from regular sister churches, 
the proposed covenarit for themselves 
with their individual signatures, the de- 
claration, in consequence, of their be- 


coming an independent church of the 


Lord Jesus Christ, and the right hand 
of fellowship, were, according to the 
gospel, strictly adhered to, and attend- 
ed upon, by the Rev. Doctors Rogers 


and Holcombe aforesai, and the Rev. 


Mr. Sisty of Philadelphia, who is ex- 
pected to be their principal supply in 
the admin:stration of the word and or- 
dinances of grace. 

One Deacon was now received, and 
acknowledged as such by them, another 
was ordained by the Rev. Mr. James, 
of Camden, New-Jersev, and the Rev. 
John Rogers, ot New- Mills, New-Jersey, 


the customary course being observed of 


solemn prayers and the imposition of 
hands. 

A hymn of gratitude to the Supreme 
Architect, was then given out and@$ung. 
A suitable charge or address followed 
by the Rev. Mr. John Regers. The 
concluding prayer by the Rev. Mr, Sis- 
tv. Benediction by Dr. Holcombe, and 
Doxology to the adorabie “i HREE-ONE, 
by Dr. Rogers. 

Notwithstanding the necessary pro- 
traction of the exercises, and a large 
assemblage of people, Consisting tot on- 
ly of the Baptist brethren, but also of 
those of the Presbyterian and Episco- 
pal churches, and several of the society 
of Fnends, the greatest solemnity was 
observable throughout. ‘Al! things 
were done decently and in order ;” the 
day was peculiarly pleasant; not the 
smallest interruption occurred ; all was 
harmony, all was peace, all was the 
flow of thankful hearts, for ‘‘Gop THE 
LORD WAS THERE.” 


NEW BAPTIST MEETING-HOUSF. 

On Thursday the 2d, instant, a neat 
brick Meeting-house, belonging to the 
Baptist church, was opened for public 
worship, in the growing village of Cam- 
den, opposite to Philadelphia. The 
principal religious services were Con- 
ducted by the Rev. Drs, Rogers and 
Holcombe, of Philadelphia, the Rev. 
Mr. Dodge of Wilmington, Delaware, 
and the Rev. Mr. Benedict, of R. Island 
—several other ministers being present. 
The congregations were large and im- 
pressively sulemn, during the whole of 
the services. ‘Uhis constitutes the 2d. 
piace of worship in that village; the 
irst that was erected being for the 
Methodist denominatian of Christians ; 
and as there is roem abundantly for 


other evangelical sccieties, it is to oe 
hoped that they will follow these pious 
examples, that Camden may shortly be 
so blessed with the preaching of the 
gospel of Christ, that its inhabitants, in- 
stead of the thousands, who, from the 
metropolis, visit their pleasant village, 
and of course give so much pain to the 
serious, In violation of the holy Sabbath, 
may have their mourning turned into 
joy, and their woes iuto blessings, by the 
assiduous labours of the heralds of the 
cross—and the temples of vice give 
place to the temples of Gon. 


BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


A SPECIAL meeting of the Baptist 
Board of Foreign Missions, was held in 
the city of New-York, on the 7th. 8th. & 
10th. of August last, the object of which 
was to devise measures for the establish- 
ment of a Theological Seminary, in or 
near to the city of Philadelphia. In 
consequence of the notice which had 
been previously given, and the circulars 
which had been addressed to individu- 
als in different parts of the country, an 
unusual number of the members of the 
Board was convened, and letters were 
received from others who could not at- 
tend, expressive of the deep interest 
thev felt in the promotion of useful 
learning among ministers of the gospel, 
and the propriety and practicability of 
establishing a general Theological Sem- 
inary, as conducive tn this end. Similar 
sentiments were also expressed by dis- 
tinguished individuals in different sec- 
tions of the country, not members of the 
Board, in letters addressed to the Cor- 
responding Secretary. 

After mature deliberation, a plan was 
adopted, embracing the prominent fea- 
tures of the one presented to the Con- 
vention by the Kev. Dr. Furman, and 
measures were taken to collect sub- 
scriptions and donations in different 
parts cf the country. At the next an- 
nual meeting of the Board, it is hoped 
the Seminary will go into fuil and suc- 
cessful operation.—In the mean time, 
Rev. Dr. Staughton, and the Rev. Mr, 
Chase, under the patronage ot the Phil- 
adelphia Education Society, will attend 
to the applications and preside over the 
studies of such individuals as may offer 
themselves as candidates for the bene- 
fits of the institution. 

It is not to be understood, that the in- 
stitution at Philadelphia is to supersede 
the necessity and put an end to the op- 
eration of any other in the country. A 
more particular acccunt may be expect- 
ed in our next. 
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Obituary. 
| 
i MEMOIR OF MRS. ABIGAIL, WILLIAMS, 
+} tt THE LATE AMIABLE CONSORT OF REV. ELISHA WILLIAMS, WHO 
Bay DIED IN BOSTON, JULY 15, 1818. 
Mrs. was bora in \Val- preaching was new—Chyistians were 


tham, November 22, 1758, of respeetas my delight, and I could now say— 
ble parents, with whom she resided the 
first twenty years of her life. ‘Lhe tol- 
lowing account is extracted trom her 
diary ; which, she observes, she felt it 
her duty to keep, that she might ever 


Election! ’ts a word divine, 
Por, Lord, I plainly see ; 

Had not thy choice prevented mine, - 
1 ne’er had chosen thee. 


: i. recollect some of the great mercies of 
is i (sod to her, and very specia! answers “Soon after this, I united with the 
ae to prayer, that others might be enabled church then under the pastoral care of 
aa \ to put their trust in a prayer-hearing Rev. Stephen West,under whose faithful 
ae God, and hoping that it might be a preaching, and instructive conversation 


i enjoyed much comfort, and in the so- 
ciety of Christians for 3 years, when 
with mv husband and family, I remov- 
ed to the town cf Livermore, in the dis- 
tricteot Maine, the place cf my late 
father, Deacon Elijah Livermore’s res- 


comfort to her children when she was 
no more. She remarks, that in her 
youth she was not in the habit of in- 
dulcing lightness or vanity, and had no 
Goubt, bat with a moral lite and an at- 
teution to religious duties, she should be 


Wi 


happy, and was thus trying to make a lence. At this place, J soon felt the 
rizhteousness of her own,and even went want of Christian friends to converse 
Nien sofar as tojoin a church, But shortly with, and the enjoyment of religicus 
eet) after her marriage, she removed to privileges. While thus lonely, I often 
eet Stockbridge, where she heard experi- sung the 84th, Psalm from the pause, 

mental reiigion preached and conversed Afier about three years’ residence at 
eae | upon, which made a very deep impres- this place, it pleased the Lord, with 
Bh. sion upon her mind. About this time, whom is the residue of the Spirit, to 
eet she heard of the death of a sister, who awaken the attention of a number, both 
ti 1 ie. was very dear to her, whe died at Rox- young and old, to the interesting con- 
bury, aged 21 vears. “O!” said she, cerns of their souls. The preaching of 
this religion which I hear preach- Elder Eliphaiet Smith, (who died some 
Beta): ed and conversed on here, is true, and years since at Fayette) was at that time 
Beh a, mv sister has never heardofit,what must owned and blest of (od, to-the conver- 

ers Hhs.-t: her state be. But after long mourning sien and comfort ot many; of whom 

sister, my attention was called to my dear Companion was one. It is im- 
ih think of my own condition, and what possible for me to express the enjoy- 
| would be my case, if I should be called ment I felt, tohearso many of my ac- 

4 for, Darkness,distress and anxiety seiz- quaintance and neighbours now rejoic- 
ed my mind ; ail my good worksastojus-  txin the Lord, who so lately appeared 

} tification before God, vanished ; I found destitute of any concern for their souls, 

F my heart unreconciled tothe character I lived on the mount, as it were, six or 

H of God, and rising in opposition tothe seven weeks, when one of my particu- 


lar friends observed, that he wished to 
converse with me respecting Infant 
Baptism ; as I had practised in that 
way, he felt much tried on the subject, 
and wished some Jight upon it, IT read- 
ily told him, it came in the place of cir- 


+ , doctrine of election ; employed much of 
s my time in reading the scripture, and] 
cftentimes shut the Bible in anger, 
thinking I should be forever miserable, 
and that it was of no use for me to read 
or think; but could not get the subject 


{ from my mind. One evening, shortly cumcision. He stated some objections, 
after, I feltas though all hope wasgone, which I found myself not prepared to 
4 and myself sinking, and feared when I answer, and soon found I felt an hard- 

; retired to bed, that I should never see ness against him ; and when he left the 

: the light of another day ; but on the fol- house, the thought passed my mind, I 


fear they will all be Baptists, and if so, 


lowing morning, which was Lord’s day, 
August 7th, 1785, 1 arose early; my 
mind serene and calm, and walked out 
just as the sun was rising, and every 
thing seemed to be praising God, an 

I felt as if I could join in the employ. 
When I read, my Bible was new— 


my joy will be turned to sorrow. I soon 
commenced reading my Bible for infor- 
mation on the subject, but the more J 
read, the darker it appeared, as it re- 
snected Infant Baptism. 1 then thoueht 
if I could hear my former minjster, Dr 
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West,and Dr, Stillman converse togeth- 
er on the subfect, [ should be satistied ; 
but when i was brought to be willing to 
know, and do duty, and felt desirous 
that my will might be swallowed up in 
the divine will, Lopened the Bible one 
inorning, and the first place Icast my 
eyes upon was the sixth chapter ot Ro- 
mans; and while reading, such light 
broke into my mind, that [ could com- 
pare it to nething better than the sun’s 
rising suddenly in a dark night ; and had 
I then seen my dear Redeemer buried 
in Baptism, I should have been no more 
satisfied. And I can now say as in the 
presence of God, at whose bar I must 
shortly appear, E have never since had 
one doubt on my mind of the mode or 
subjects of Gospel Baptism, and could 
cheertully say, 


‘¢Hast thou for me the cross endur’d, 
And all the shame despis’d? 

And shall I be asham’d, O Lord, 
With ‘thee to be baptiz’d 

No! dearest Lord, ll follow thee, 
Where’er thou lead’st the way ; 

Thro’ floods, thro’ flames, thro’ death’s 

dark vaie 

To realms of endless day.” 


Soon after this, she addressed a letter 
to her tormer minister, the Rev. Dr. 
West, requesting a dismission from his 
church, to unite with a Baptist church. 
He answered her letter with much kind- 
ness and affection, but observed that, 
although it was not consistent with their 
views to dismiss a member to jom the 
Baptists, they had never thought prop- 
er to censure any of their members tor 
uniting with them. <A short time aiter, 
she with a number of others submitted 
to the precious ordinance of Believers’ 
Raptism, on which she remarks, “It 
was 4 sweet and solenin day ; I enjoved 
peculiar peace, and could say, in keep- 
ing thy commands, there »} great re- 
ward.” 

But it is expected some extracts from 
Ber diary will hereafter be published ; 
{ yherefore remark generally, Mrs. W. 
was respected and beloved by a large 
circle of acquaintance ia the dierent 
places where she resided. Wer views 
of divine truth were remarkably clear, 
and she gloried in the 'ngh and distin- 
guishing dectrines of flee grace, fre- 
quently lamenting the departure of the 
present day, from those principfies 
Which humble the sinner, exalt ihe Sa- 
Viour, and promote holiness.—- Che or- 
dmances of God’s house she greauy de- 
lighted in, and whenever her health 
would permit, punctually attended di- 
Vine worship. She took much pleasure in 
reading the Memoirs of pious Chris- 
tans. Her piety wasof ce purest cast ; 
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it did not burst forth in sudden, and rap- 
turous flights, but it burned with an 
equal and steady fame. Her piety was 
viited with cheerfulness, but her cheer- 
fulness was at the greatest distance 
from levity. It was always a pleasure 
te be in her cormpany, and no one coud 
come out of her presence without ad- 
miring her,—few without bein® im- 
proved, 

One very prominent feature in Mrs. 
Wollamis'’s character, was that of pru- 
dence, both in conduct and conversation. 
livery one bas had ocvasion to deplore 
the freqnent injury which has been done 
to individual families and churches, by 
a thonghtless publication of what has 
been spoken to 2 in confidence. 
Was uanecessary to give her a caution 
to observe silence; herown feelings and 
prudence dictated what was proper, 
and her own breast was the sacred dc- 
pository of whatever could affect the 
comfort or happiness of any individuals: 
It way be truy said of her, she adorn- 
ed every character she sustained in lic. 
Her surviving partner, Children, re‘a- 
tives, and circle of fiends, will carry 
with them to the grave, the memory oi, 
her kind attentions and exertious to prc- 
mote their happiness. 

Of many characters much good may. 
be said ; but when the whoie truth is 
declared of them, there are many ex- 
ceptions to their good qualifications ; but 
it may be said of Mrs. Williams, with 
little fear of contradiction from those 
wiio best knew her; that ‘she adern- 
ed the doctrine ot God, her Savinui, in 
wii things.” righteous,” suys 
David, ** shall be had in everlasting re- 
membrance,” and it is with a view ta 
hold forth her example for imitation, 
aud to perpetuate the memory of se 
amiable a Christian, that this short me- 
yar is submitted for inseruon in vour 
Nlagazine, W. . 


Direpv at Gloucester, Mass. on the 
10th. of June last, Capt. Bexjauin 
HALE, in the 45d. vear of his age. 

We are seldom calicd to record the 
death of a more zealous advocate for 
the truth as it isin Jesus, than Captain 
Hate; and we doubt not but his con- 
versation and exhortations ia behalf of 
the tvath, are yet fresh ia the memory 
of his numerous triends, who have, by 
his death, experienced a great and irre- 
parable loss. But his great resignation 
under a tedious illness, and his desire 
todepart.and be with Christ, have dis- 
armed afiliction of its sung. It was net 
during his sickness enly, he felt 
this desive, “this longmy alter 
tality ;” for he has often assured © par- 
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ticular friend, that in the midst of 
prosperity, when, as he termed it, 
*‘ wind and weather were all favoura- 
ble,” he has often wished for ‘the 
Wings of a dove,” that he might fly 
away, and be at rest with the object 
of his supreme affection, His char- 
acter as a man, and especially as a 
Yhristian, were above mediocrity.— 
From the time of his conversion, it may 
be truly said— 


The gospel was his joy and song, 
E’en to his latest breath ; 

The truth he had maintain’d so long, 
Was his support in death, 


{ September, 


Capt. Hale was a man in whom the 
grace of God shone with’ peculiar lustre 
—one whom neither frowns nor flattery 
could prevent from doing what appear- 
ed to be duty, which seemed to be the 
ruling principle in every action of his 
life. We would be tar from represent- 
ing him as a perfect character; he was 
one of like passions with other men; 
but so sensible of the sinfulness of his 
nature, that he has often said, he could 
scarcely bear himself, and longed for 
the time when he should -awake in 
the likeness of the Lord, which alone 
could satisfy him.—He has left a wife, 
and six children, with a numerous Con- 
nexion, to mourt® loss. 
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DONATIONS RECEIVED BY THE TREASURER OF THE BAPTIST BOARD OF FOR- 
EIGN MISSIONS. 


By Rev. B. Sears, Franklin N. Y. Association, - = - 
By July Quarter Interest of U.S. Stock, = - - 


By Levi Pierce, Esq. Plymouth County, and vicinity,Mass. 


June 25. 


$100,00 


225,73 


100,00 
15. 


16. 
23. 


August 4. 


By Rev. C. Douglas, Utica, F. M.S. - - - 
By Mr. E. Cole, Worcester County, & vicinity Mass F.MLS. 
By Richard Lupardus, Esq. Treas. of Brunswick F. M.S. 
By Elder Willey, Treas. of the Shaftsbury Association, 


96,10 
100,00 
100,00 
100,00 


6. By Rev. Mr. Mc Laughlin, from the Baptist Junior Mission 
Society, Second Street, Philadelphia, - - - 100, 
8. By Tho. Skelding, Esq. from Rev. E.. Harrington, Saratoga 
and Washington F. M.S. New-York, - 
Pee! 10. By Rev. Luther Rice, for Foreign Notes—see Fourth Annu- 
tie al Report, page 210, - - - - - - 
11. By John Conant, Brandon Missionary Society, Ver- 
oe) mont, for Foreign Missions, - - - - - 100, 


S2,804,98 


220,00 
1563,15 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


_ Aw acknowledgment of the communication of Amicus, on the errors contained 
| in the * Prospectus of a new translation of the Bible,” recently issued in this town, 
oe was prepared for the last Number, but was unintentionally omitted. We are 
if much gratified with the industry and talents which his communication discovers, 
and hope to derive benefit from them in future. But as the errors on which he 
animadverts have been already exposed and refuted*by several able writers, and 

_ @8 we are persuaded the proposed translation will not & published, we choose to 


nm inserting his strictures at present, but request his permission to keep them 
on file. 


Theophilug ‘on profession,” will obtain an insertion. 

Philaicthes is wnder consideration. 

The obituary of Mrs. Hartweil will appear in our next. 

The Report of the Boston Female Baptist Education Society is received, and 
shail have a place in our next. ; 

Several pieces of poetry have been received, few of which possess sufficient 
merit to warrant an insertion. 

N. B. The next number will close the present volume. This is therefore a 
proper time for subscribers and agents to use their influence to increase the cir- 
culation of the work. By a little attention, many families may be supplied, that 
are now in a measure ignorant of what is going on in the world. 

‘The expenses of the publication render it necessary for us also to remind cur 
agents and subscribers, that we expect a prompt remittance of the pay. The tri- 
fling sum of 75 cents can hardly be felt by any individual, but if suffered to remain 
unpaid, it soon becomes $1,25, while the expense cf printing may, during that 
time, be drawn from the mission funds. 


| 
ide + 
| 
bi 
| 
| 
i 
| > 
«| 
| 
| 
4 
| 
At 
4 4 
if 


